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Rector   
Rev Greg Smith  
The Deanery, Pontesbury.  
07902 794653   
rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
 
Asst. Minister  
Rev Pam Bickley 
High Ridge, Snailbeach  
07887 531174   

Church Wardens   
Susan Lockwood 01743 791082 
    07854 110271 
Sarah Edwards  07971 984925 
 
Treasurer   
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Secretary    
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 

Services and events in church - June 

Whit Sunday 5th 10.30am Group Service Holy Communion at St George’s 

Trinity Sunday 12th 10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 19th  10.30am Morning Worship   

Sunday 26th  10.30am Holy Communion with Archdeacon Fiona 

 

 

 Weekly events 
Mondays  3.30pm - 5.00pm   Drop-In Youth café (see page 5) 

Wednesdays 10.00am - 12noon   Café open (see page 12) 

Thursdays   10.00am - 11.30am  Trinity Tots (see page 11) 

Fridays  9.00am   Prayer Time  

The Minsterley Parish Magazine is published by Holy Trinity Church. 

 

Editor:  David Young  e-mail:  MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com. 

Adverts:  Colin Edwards e-mail:   HTMadverts@hotmail.com.    Tel:  01743 791508  
      

 Copy date is the 20th of the preceding month. 
 

 

 If you would like contribute to the magazine,  make any comments or suggestions please get 
in touch with us.  Thank you. 

Holy Trinity Church,  Minsterley 
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St Luke’s Church Snailbeach 
Treasurer  Cheryl Bromhead 

 
St Luke’s is a “Festival Church”.  Services are held on six festival days:   
Christmas,  Easter,  St Luke’s day,  Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival  
and Remembrance Sunday.  
 
     

St Mary’s Church Habberley 
Church Wardens  Pauline Stopford,  The Kennels,  Habberley (01743 790784) 

     Pearl Hannigan,  9 Yarlington Orchard, Pontesbury  (01743 790495)  

Treasurer    Robert Currie 

 
Evensong   5.00pm   Sunday 12th June    
   
Holy Communion 10.30am   Sunday 26th June 

All Saints’ Church Shelve 

 
Church Warden  Wynford Wyke (07970 955714) 

Treasurer   Roma Lewis 

Secretary   Sara Young 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 19th June    
     

Holy Trinity Church Hope 

 
Church Warden  (vacant) 

Secretary   Sara Young 

 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Trinity Sunday 12th June   

 

Our partner churches in the Stiperstones Group  — 
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Leading thoughts 

 Musings from The Hermitage 

…on Keeping Our Word 

 

Over the next week or so we will be 
celebrating, in all sorts of lovely and creative ways, 
the Platinum Jubilee of the accession to the throne of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.   What is it 
specifically that we are celebrating?  Is it simply the 
impressive fact that she is the longest serving 
Monarch in the history of our nation?  Is that she 
really is quite remarkable for her age and we hope 
that we might also reach the age of 96 still looking 
as bright and beautiful as she does?  Is it that we 
simply love the pageant of another national 
celebration, especially now when it can take our 
minds off the desperately alarming daily dose of Bad 
News?  I have a hunch that all of the above are 
there, somewhere in the mix.  However I sense that 
there is deeper reason. 

On her 21st birthday, in 1947 the young 
Princess Elizabeth made a public promise.  I quote 
here not the entire speech, as it is quite long,  but a 
few short paragraphs:  

“Let me begin by saying ‘thank you’ 
to all the thousands of people who have sent 
me messages of good will.  This is a happy 
day for me; but it is also one that brings 
serious thoughts, thoughts of life looming 
ahead with all its challenges and with all its 
opportunity.  

At such a time it is a great help to 
know that there are multitudes of friends all 
round the world who are thinking of me and 
who wish me well.  I am grateful and I am 
deeply moved… 

“…If we all go forward with an 
unwavering faith, a high courage, and a quiet 
heart, we shall be able to make of this 
ancient commonwealth, which we all love so 
dearly, an even grander thing – more free, 
more prosperous, more happy and a more 
powerful influence for good in the world- 
than it has been (even) in the greatest days of 
our forefathers… 

“…Through the inventions of science 
I can make my solemn act of dedication with 
a whole Empire listening.  I should like to 
make that dedication now.  It is very simple. 

“I declare before you all that my 
whole life, whether long or short, shall be 
devoted to your service and the service of 
our great imperial family to which we all 
belong.  But I shall not have the strength to 
carry out this resolution alone unless you join 
in it with me, as I now invite you to do:  I 
know that your support will be unfailingly 
given.    God help me to make good my 
vow, and God bless all of you who are 
willing to share in it.” 

 

This speech is remarkable for the qualities of 
heart and mind being expressed:  

- a serious awareness that she cannot change the 
circumstances of her birth (none of us can) 

- a grateful heart 

- a heartfelt willingness to embrace the challenges of 
having her entire life mapped out for her 

- an awareness and acceptance of her vocation to a 
life of loving service 

- a vision for the greater good   

- the wise humility of understanding that she can 
only fulfil her calling with the help and support of 
others 

- an apparent lack of any vanity or self-seeking 

- her own unwavering faith in Christ, her felt 
dependence upon his grace, her high courage and 
her quiet heart. 

Our Queen has kept her word –  and that 
fact is itself a deeply Christian virtue. 

In Jeremiah 6 v.16 we find these words: 
“Stand at the crossroads and look;  ask for the 
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk 
in it, and you will find rest for your souls.”   As we 
enjoy the parties and all the celebrations let us take 
the time to ponder what good there is in these 
‘ancient paths’, and rededicate our own lives to 
walking in them, in the love of Christ, for the service 
of His world.          

Joy, gentle friends!  Joy and fresh days 
accompany your hearts!  Let our revels now begin!     

Rev. Carolyn 
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Mondays after school  

3.30 – 5.00pm 

in Holy Trinity Church 

Sponsored by GRS Cleaning Services 
 This Monday Club is popular,  with up to 
twenty young people attending each week. 

 If you have an hour to spare, we are looking 
for more volunteers to supervise a super group of 
young people who are really enjoying being together 
and sharing friendships. 

 For more information please speak to Greg. 

Oasis 

 The bereavement group meets on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 
Minsterley Methodist Chapel from 12noon - 
1.30pm and is for anyone who has suffered recent 
bereavement.  The next dates are the 14th and 
28th June. 
 
 Oasis offers lunch and companionship to 
people going through difficult times.   If you 
know anyone in the Minsterley/Pontesbury area 
who has lost a loved one and who might benefit 
from joining the group please do refer them to us.   
 
 Heather Ryder has kindly agreed to be the 
point of contact and may be reached at 
ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 790359. 
 

Greg Smith 

Ichthus house group 

We meet at 2.30pm on the first and third Tuesday each month to study the 
Bible together and help each other understand what God is saying to us 
today. 

7th June  8 Broom Drive John 16 v 12-15 & Romans 5 v1-5 

21st June Brookfield, Waterwheel Luke 9 v51-62 & Galatians 5 v1,13-26 

Liz Jackson 

ALL ABOUT THE BEATLES   
and THEIR MUSIC  

(Yeah, Yeah, Yeah!) 
 

A presentation by Bill Powell 
 in HOPE VILLAGE HALL (SY5 0JB) 
 

New Date: 
 

FRIDAY 24th JUNE  
at 7.00 pm 

 
Admission:  
Adults £7, under 16’s £4 , primary age free 

Refreshments included 
 

Tickets and information available from  
Wynford Wyke  01743 791320 

Joyce Graves  01743 891901 
 

Enjoy an evening of music & history 
of the fab four!  

 
Proceeds to Hope and Shelve Churches 

Praise God for the beauty of creation 

at this year’s midsummer service at 

Mitchell’s Fold stone circle  

6.00pm Sunday 26th June 
Stapeley/White Grit -  

between the A488 and Priest Weston 

 

 

 

 

Organised by the parish of Middleton in Chirbury 

with Corndon Marsh Chapel 
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 A few days ago I went up the mountain Cader Idris 
with my daughter.  It’s a wonderful mountain with    
spectacular views over the Mawddach Estuary and over 
to the iconic railway bridge at Barmouth. Anyone who is 
a local will probably remember the mountains roundabout 
from their school days when we used to have to go to  
Arthog, the Shropshire schools field centre. 
 
 These days my daughter who is a keen marathon 
runner and triathlete powers up ahead of me whilst I puff 
a little due to trying to keep a conversation going. 
 
 But it hasn’t always been like this.  When my 
daughter Esther was young she really objected to long 
walks and I always ended up carrying her on my      
shoulders or piggy back. She would constantly complain 
and long for the café stop (that always came – albeit 
eventually).  Then one day when she was in her teens we 
climbed Tryfan in Snowdonia.  Tryfan is a mountain that 
cannot be climbed without the use of one’s hands.  As we 
descended there was an epiphany moment.  She looked at 
me and suddenly said, ‘Actually, it’s alright this, isn’t it?’ 
In other words she had stopped focussing on the          
discomfort of the moment, and started looking beyond. 
The scenery is stunning,  the quiet is blissful;  if you    
listen hard there is birdsong and there is flora and fauna 
to spot. The reward masks the discomfort of the exertion 
of the moment.  The challenge is fulfilling. 
 
 Our trip up Cader Idris the other day however was 
a trip into cloud and difficult visibility.  And yet it was no 
less rewarding and fulfilling.  It is a kind of spiritual   
metaphor; our lives are often seemingly in cloud and it 
feels difficult to navigate through life. Our journey can be 
tiring and a slog – yet despite this we can still find joy. 
 

Psalm 121 
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not suffer your foot to stumble;  
 he who watches over you will not sleep. 
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither  
 slumber nor sleep. 
The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at 

your right hand,  
So that the sun shall not strike you by day,  
 neither the moon by night. 
The Lord shall keep you from all evil;  
 it is he who shall keep your soul. 
The Lord shall keep watch over your going out  
 and your coming in,  
from this time forth for evermore. 
 
 The Psalm started with a question stemming from 
anxiety, ‘I will lift up my eyes to the hills, where is my 
help going to come from?’  In other words – all of my 
hope has been abandoned at the sight of my problems, 
(that is the hills).  And yet it finishes with a solid        
confidence and hope – my help comes from the Lord, the 
maker of heaven and earth.  Whoever we are we have no 
guarantees of a life free from uncertainty and difficulty, 
but the Psalmist recognised the need to hold onto a      
perspective that enabled him to trust God.  Because he 
knew that whatever the future holds, our God’s loving 
embrace will never leave us nor forsake us.  
 
 As the well-known Psalm 23 reads: ‘even (not ‘if’) 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, because thou art with me, thy rod and 
staff comfort me.’ 
 
 God doesn’t remove every rock or crevice from our 
path, rather he supports us through them, gives us the 
strength to tackle them,  brings us a hope that is steadfast 
and certain, a hope that whatever the world and nature 
might throw at us our God reigns. And his reign is not 
just for now but for eternity. 
 
 That’s our faith, the faith that is available to us all. 
 
 As I get further into my 60s I think that my     
daughter will probably face the challenge of carrying my 
backpack or me wanting a piggy back from her.  
 

Rev. David Moss 
Rector for the Parishes of Westbury,  

Worthen and Yockleton 

Deanery of Pontesbury 
 

Rural dean:  Rev. Bill Rowell 

01938 552064      email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Deanery News editor:  Alison Bebb,  Keepers Cottage,  Cruckmeole,  Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 
01743 860158  email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 
Items for inclusion to be submitted by 10th of previous month please 
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World News . . . . 
 

. . . .or “some of the items you are not likely to see on the TV news” 

News items reproduced with permission from the Barnabas Fund.   For more information go to barnabasfund.org. 

Christian student in Nigeria stoned to death 
for alleged blasphemy 

 

17th May 2022 

The stoning to death of a Christian student in 
Nigeria has sparked widespread outrage and 
condemnation.   It was alleged that Deborah Samuel, a 
student at Shehu Shagari College of Education in Sokoto 
State,  had made “derogatory comments” against 
Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, on a WhatsApp 
platform she shared with other students.   Deborah was 
stoned and clubbed to death on the morning of 12th May 
on college premises. Her body was then set on fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fearing for her safety after the disagreement with 
Muslim students on the WhatsApp group,  Deborah 
sought shelter in a secure room on campus while some 
friends arranged a taxi to take her to the police station.   
A mob of Muslims made up of students and young men 
from outside the college broke into the room and dragged 
her away.  College security personnel called on the police 
for assistance but they were unable to overpower the 
mob. 

The college has been closed indefinitely pending 
the police investigation. 

Two arrests were made in connection with 
Deborah’s murder later on 12th May; sparking unrest in 
Sokoto with shops looted and churches attacked.  Police 
confronted protesters who stormed the Sultan of Sokoto’s 
palace to demand the suspects’ release.  The Sokoto State 
government imposed a 24hour curfew in the state on 14th 
May.  On 16th May the suspects, Bilyaminu Aliyu and 
Aminu Hukunci, appeared at Sokoto Chief Magistrates’ 
Court. They both pleaded not guilty.    

The Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) has 
announced the staging of a peaceful nationwide protest in 
response to the murder of Deborah.   CAN’s General 
Secretary, Joseph Daramola, said in a circular released on 
14th May that “the occasion can also be used to pray for 
Deborah’s family and friends, peace for the country, 
victory for the Church and godly political leaders in the 
coming general election”. 

Deborah’s remains were laid to rest in her home 
town, Tungan Magajiya in Niger State, on the evening of 
14th May. Her father personally brought back her remains 
from Sokoto. 

China introduces new laws governing church 
finances 

 
17th May 2022 

 
 China has announced that new regulations will 
come into force on 1st June governing the management of 
religious organisations’ finances.   The new Measures for 
the Financial Management of Venues for Religious 
Activities were jointly drawn up by the State 
Administration for Religious Affairs (SARA) and the 
Ministry of Finance.   They feature fifty-five articles in 
ten chapters and according to SARA are aimed at 
“improving the financial management system for 
religious activities sites”, a term that includes churches 
alongside monasteries, mosques and other places of 
worship. 
 

New government measures increase state 
oversight and regulation of the finances of churches and 
other places of worship and cover the management of 
revenues, local and foreign donations and expenses of 
religious organisations.   They also permit greater 
oversight of churches’ finances by religious affairs 
departments. 

Article 4 states, “The internal financial 
management system of a religious activity site shall be 
reported to the religious affairs department.  Religious 
affairs departments and finance departments shall guide 
religious activity sites to establish and improve internal 
financial management systems, inspect the 
implementation of the system, urge religious activity sites 
with problems to make rectifications, and punish 
violations of laws and regulations in accordance with the 
law.” 

A year ago new 
government regulations, 
including a database of 
church leaders, were 
introduced, increasing 
state control over 
Christian ministry.   The 
new Measures for the 
Administration of 
Religious Personnel, that came into effect on 1st May 
2021,  state that, in order to be registered church leaders 
must be those who “love the motherland, support the 
leadership of the Communist Party of China, support the 
socialist system, abide by the constitution, laws, 
regulations and rules, [and] practise the core values of 
socialism”. 

At the same time as the new measures were 
introduced, China was placing further restrictions on 
Christian content on social media platform WeChat, 
including the blocking of Christian search terms and 
removal of Christian accounts. 

Deborah Samuel was 
killed on campus at 
Shehu Shagari College 
of Educa on on 12 May 
[Image credit: Daily 
Post] 
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Christian Aid Week 

2022 
 
 
 Thanks to everyone who helped with and 
supported the Breakfast and Coffee Morning at Holy 
Trinity Minsterley on 14th May.   Donations of 
£351.19 were received,  many of which were Gift 
Aided bringing the total to £415.34. 
 This was an amazing start to the week’s 
fundraising,  and a full update on donations will be 
published in the July edition.   If you would still like 
to make a donation please go to the Christian Aid 
webpage for details. 
 With every blessing to those who generously 
support the work of Christian Aid.   
 

 Susan Bates 
Minsterley Churches CAW group organiser. 

The picnic is organised by the Streeten Family of Minsterley 
Hall with the help of very kind volunteers in the village! 
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Holy Trinity Church Minsterley 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE CONCERT  

with ORGAN RECITAL 

on 
Saturday 23rd July 

40 minute programme of short organ 
classics, celebrating the repair and 
restoration of the church organ. 
Richard Walker M.A., F.R.C.O. 

Coffee served from 10.15am 
Organ recital at 11.00am 

 
Donations to Holy Trinity Church  

 Repairs to the organ 

  I am delighted to report that the repairs to the 
church organ are complete.    I would like to thank Hawkins 
of Walsall for the wonderful work they have done, with 
special thanks to Darren and Vincent who have battled 
Junction 10A and the M54 on an almost daily basis. 
 Throughout the many weeks of work Darren has been 
pleasantly relieved that the organ was in surprisingly good 
condition for an instrument of its age.  Despite paint having 
been spilt down the back during the church refurbishment 
(luckily missing the bellows) and one pipe missing the repair 
has made steady progress. 
 It has been a revelation to see how many pipes were 
lurking behind the visible ones on the front of the instrument.  
Each one has been cleaned individually and an amazing 
amount of dirt came out! 
 I have to thank particularly Mrs. Sylvia Shorthouse and 
Shropshire Historic Churches for enabling us to go ahead with 
this work due to their generous donations.   Earthquakes 
aside, the organ should be going strong for a further hundred 
and fifty years. 

Barbara Norsworthy 

 Work is already under way to convert the 
Stiperstones Methodist chapel into a home for a 
family of up to six Ukrainian refugees.   The 
project is being undertaken by Rea Valley 
Methodist Churches.  The site will be open to 
visitors seeking information from 10.30am until 
12.30pm on Saturday 18th June.    
 
 An interest-free loan of £1,000 has been 
promised and a donor has given £500.  A 
carpenter has erected partitions creating three 
bedrooms free of charge and there is also an 
offer to provide white goods including a 
washing machine.  We also have an offer to 
provide any furniture needed. 
 
 The Stiperstones chapel is a well-equipped 
modern building with bathroom facilities and 
since the end of regular worship several years 
ago has been used as a retreat centre.   
 
 June Claire, from Minsterley chapel, is 
leading the search for an incoming family. “It is 
a difficult  and complicated process,” she said. 
“But we are united in our determination to 
rescue a traumatised family and look after them 
here in safety.”   

 Rev Richard Hall 
01743 355326 
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Upcoming events in our deanery area 
 

Exhibition and Sale of Art – all local artists 
St George’s, Pontesbury  

Friday 3rd June    10am – 6pm 
Saturday 4th June  10am – 6pm 
Sunday 5th June   12noon – 6pm 
Monday 6th June  10am – 6pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Refreshments every day and some crafts on sale.  
Come and enjoy a quiet time in this beautiful church 
For more information contact Mary Worrall    
worrallwaverley@hotmail.co.uk or 01743 791069. 
 

 

Wildlife Garden – lots of roses, nectar-rich plants, 
pond & woodland area 

Homeleigh, Lower Lane, Chirbury SY15 6UP 
£7.50 includes tea and cake - in aid of Shropshire 
Historic Churches Trust & Chirbury Church. 
Open by appointment in May, June and July – 
contact Caroline Slowik 01938 561658 
 
 

Cheese & Wine evening with Music 
at Marton Village Hall. 

Friday 1st July 8 pm till late. 
Tickets in aid of Marton Church. 
£12 (two for £22) - 01938 561645  
 

 

Concert and Supper 
Middleton Church, Priestweston  

 7.30pm    10th July. 
Tickets £12 available on door or 03330 144051 

Father’s Day - 19th June 

 
Fans of the popular Star Wars films were 

surprised when Darth Vader said to Luke Skywalker “I am 
your father.” This unexpected disclosure paved the way 
for future surprises in the episodes that followed. 

Many times, Jesus surprised His hearers with 
parables that had unexpected twists and turns. No doubt 
He astonished the disciples when He first called God 
‘Father’ and went on to instruct them to pray saying “Our 
Father in heaven…”. No one had called God ‘Father’ 
before! 

Shortly before His arrest, trial and crucifixion, 
Jesus talked to His disciples about God the Father. He 
said: “In my Father’s house are many rooms.” This 
prompted Philip to ask: “Show us the Father, that is all 
we need.” Jesus replied: “Whoever has seen Me has seen 
the Father.” 

Jesus knew this concept would be hard to grasp 
and so had to frequently speak about God as His Father. 
For three years the disciples had listened to profound 
teaching and witnessed miracles. They knew Jesus was 

different, but as His ministry drew to a close they were 
learning more about the special relationship that God had 
with Jesus. 

On 19th June it will be Father’s Day. This is an 
occasion to remember the role our dads are playing now 
or have played in our lives. Hopefully, we have good 
memories and recall times of loving care they showed to 
us. 

Unfortunately, some people do not know their 
fathers, or they have been absent for long periods or may 
be neglectful, deceitful, or abusive. Sadly, some children 
and adults would rather not remember their fathers, 
having suffered some trauma or family breakdown. 

It is good to know that God is not like this. Jesus 
came to reveal God as our Heavenly Father, who is 
loving, compassionate, merciful, forgiving, and caring. 
God is the model father who knows what is good for us 
and wants the best for us. 

So, Father’s Day can be a reminder that we are 
God’s children, and that we can possess the blessings He 
has kept for us. In the story of our lives God has revealed 
Himself in a surprising way. He says to each one of us ‘I 
am your Father’. Now that is something to celebrate! 
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Trinity Tots meet from 10.00am - 11.30am every 
Thursday in Holy Trinity Church during term time,  
with toys, stories, songs and refreshments. 

Come and join us and make new friends. 

 

Sponsored by  

Smiths of Minsterley. 
THANK YOU 

 

 

 

Contact Judith 01743 383116 
or Barbara 01743 600476 

Trinity Tots   (under 5s group) 



12 

What a father says to his children is not heard by the 
world, but it will be heard by posterity.  
– Richter 
 
The adolescent is a child who is in the process of 
receiving from the hands of God, through the 
intermediary of his parents, personal care of and 
responsibility for his body, his affections and his 
mind.  
– Michael Quoist 
 

A father is a banker provided by nature.  
– French proverb 
 
The child had every toy his father wanted.  
– Robert C. Whitten 
 
Directly after God in heaven comes Papa.  
– Mozart as a boy 
 
The family that prays together stays together.  
– American proverb 
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Puzzle page  

This year Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee marking 70 years of 
service to the people of the United Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth.  
 
Celebrations will include The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour) on 2nd June when more than 1,400 
parading soldiers, 200 horses and 400 musicians will come together. Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will 
move down The Mall to Horse Guard's Parade, joined by Members of the Royal Family on horseback and in 
carriages. The Parade will close with the traditional RAF fly-past, watched by The Queen and Members of the Royal 
Family from the Buckingham Palace balcony. 
 
Platinum Jubilee Beacons: The United Kingdom’s long tradition of celebrating Royal Jubilees, Weddings and 
Coronations with the lighting of beacons will also continue. Over 1,500 beacons will be lit throughout the United 
Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories. 

Majesty 
Queen 
First 
British  
Monarch 
 
Platinum 
Jubilee 
Seventy 
Years 
Service 
 
United  
Kingdom 
Realms 

Commonwealth 
Celebrations 
 
Birthday 
Parade 
Trooping  
Colour 
Soldiers 
 
Horses 
Buckingham 
Palace 
Balcony 
beacons 
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MINSTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Notes from last month’s meeting 
 

 Flags have been installed around the Parish 
Hall to help celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  
Also an oak tree has been planted in the grounds of 
the cemetery to mark the occasion.   A grant will 
also be made available towards the celebrations be-
ing held at Minsterley Hall. 

 The legal issues connected with the A.N.P.R.    
camera project continue to be progressed within the 
three parishes of the Rea Valley. 

 Problems with vandalism to the Grove Foot-
path Bridge have been notified to the Rights of Way 
Team at Shropshire Council. 

  Sponsorship for a new waste bin near the bus 
shelter by the village stores would be followed up. 

 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be 
held at 7.00pm on Tuesday 14th June 2022 in Min-
sterley Parish Hall. 

Geoff Rogers 
Chairman,  Minsterley Parish Council 

www.minsterley.org.uk 
To contact the parish council please e-mail:   

clerk@minsterley.org.uk 

Minsterley Methodist Church 
Services in June 

 
5th June 
10.00am :  Family Service - The Big Story of God 
Part 8 …. Jesus Came To Give Us Life (postponed 
from 1st May) 
 
2.30pm : Pentecost Service at Asterley Methodist 
Chapel lead by Rev James Eaton-Challinor 
 
12th June 
10.00am : Trinity Sunday service led by Mrs Helen 
Salmon 

 
19th June 
10.00am : Service to be led by members of the 
congregation 
 
26th June 
10.00am : Holy Communion service led by Rev 
Richard Hall  
 

Sandra Lewis 
 
Church minister contact details: 

Rev James Eaton-Challinor 
revjamesec@outlook.com. 01743 260939 

Minsterley 59 Club winners 
Draw 16 20th April  No. 31  Bruce Norsworthy 

Draw 17 27th April   No. 46  Trevor Crook 

Draw 18 4th May   No. 5  Moira Sheridan 

Draw 19 11th May   No. 26  Chris Watson 

Draw 20 18th May2  No. 45  Chris ne Parry 

Saint’s Day 2nd June - St Erasmus   
(a good saint when you’re all at sea) 

 

 Do you like messing about in boats? If so, then 
you’ll have heard of St Elmo’s Fire. It is the light that is 
sometimes seen on mastheads of boats after storms at sea. 
 St Elmo is another name for St Erasmus, a fourth 
century Syrian bishop who was not afraid of violent 
storms. Legend has it that one day when Erasmus was 
preaching outside, a thunderbolt hit the ground right 
beside him. That might have distracted many modern 
bishops, but not Erasmus – he just kept on preaching. His 
courage won him the respect of sailors, who also had to 
brave the elements of nature in their daily work. He died 
about 300AD 

  
 But when Erasmus was made the patron saint of 
sailors, it led to a curious confusion.  His emblem became 
the windlass, a kind of hoist used by many sailors at sea. 
So far so good, but many medieval Christians, seeing the 
windlass emblem, assumed it was some sort of torture 
instrument. They knew that Erasmus had died in the 
persecution of Diocletian, and so concluded that a 
windlass had been used to hoist out his intestines (which it 
hadn’t). 
 But no matter – Erasmus was still adopted by 
another set of suffering people. Not only did sailors 
remember the thunderbolt, and look to him, but soon 
anyone with gut ache as well! 
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 Answers  

Up to 500,000 children's story books  
on faithfulness distributed for  

Platinum Jubilee 
 

 Up to half a million story books are being 
given to primary school-aged children for Her 
Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee by the 
Church of England and Thy Kingdom Come, the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York’s global prayer 
movement. 
 
 The book, ‘Queen CJ and the Bouncy Castle’, 
is the latest development from the Cheeky Pandas, 
a children’s online cartoon series.   The free 
storybook, based on the theme of faithfulness, 
helps children understand the faithfulness of God – 
in honour of Her Majesty the Queen’s 70 years of 
faithful service.   
  
 The book is part of plans for this year’s Thy 
Kingdom Come, a global ecumenical prayer 
movement initiated by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York, which unites Christians in 

nearly 90% of countries worldwide to pray for 
evangelisation from Ascension to Pentecost.  It is 
also an official Church of England schools resource 
for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. 
  
 Alongside the book, similar in size to Mr Men 
and Little Miss books, there will be a brand new 
five-part online TV series of the Cheeky Pandas, 
based on the Fruit of the Spirit and inspired by the 
Bible. 
 
 More details at:  https://cheekypandas.com/
product/queen-cj-and-the-bouncy-castle/ 

 The vicar had technical problems with the sound 
system one Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual 
with ‘The Lord be with you’, he said: “There’s something 
wrong with the microphone.”   Not hearing this, the 
congregation responded: “And also with you.” 
 
 Consider the postage stamp.  Its usefulness consists 
in its ability to stick to one thing until it gets there. 
 
 A journey of a thousand miles begins with trying to 
find a place to park your car near the church. 
 
 

 ‘Ecclesiastic’: material used to fasten a minister’s 
robes. 
 
 A clergyman phoned his rural dean. “I regret to have to 
inform you that my wife has just died.  Could you please send 
me a subs tute for the weekend?” 
 

 A young curate who had just been ordained stepped in 
to take the sermon at very short no ce, because the vicar was 
ill.  At the end of the sermon, he explained apologe cally: “At 
such short no ce I’m afraid I just had to rely on the Holy Spirit. 
Next week I hope to do be er.” 
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Community Good Neighbours,  Rea Valley 

07944 891953   

Get in touch with a local Good Neighbour for a friendly 
chat, small errands and support to stay active and       
connected within the community.   

 

Pontesbury Community and Care Co-ordinator 

01743 790325 or e-mail h.tazewell@nhs.net  

Helen Tazewell can give assistance to patients of all ages 
in need of help, support and advice by signposting to oth-
er useful services.   She works Monday and Wednesday 
locally. 

 

Healthy Shropshire    0345 678 9025  

Shropshire Council telephone line for information and 
advice on a healthy lifestyle, including smoking, alcohol, 
weight, exercise and other matters.  

   

Shrewsbury Food Hub  Shrewsburyfoodhub.org.uk  

Surplus food share tables across Shrewsbury.                 
See Facebook page for venue details. 

 

Shrewsbury Food Bank    07421 745857  

Food parcels, debt advice, returning to work, digital  

Inclusion, life skills.  Referral needed. 

   

Citizens Advice Shropshire     0344 499 1100  

Confidential advice and help to solve problems with debt, 
benefits,  housing,  legal matters & employment. 

Need help claiming Universal Credit?  Call their dedicated 
Help to Claim helpline,     0800 144 8444 

 

Keep Shropshire Warm      0800 112 3743  

Advice and grants for people struggling with heating and 
energy bills. 

 

Shropshire Council Housing Support   0345 678 9005  

Support on all housing matters particularly rentals and 
homelessness.  

 

Shropshire Mental Health Support 01743 368647 

Mental health support.  

 

Shropshire Recovery Partnership   01743 294700 

Drugs and alcohol support 

 

Shropshire Rural Support    0300 123 2825 

Confiden al support during periods of anxiety and stress, and 
with problems rela ng to family and business.  See website 
shropshireruralsupport.org.uk. 

 

Samaritans     116 123  

Free 24/7 confidential support whatever you are going 
through.  r you're going through, call us free any time, 
from any phone 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Helpline  0300 303 1191  

Support for anyone suffering from domestic violence. 

 

West Mercia Women’s Aid   0800 783 1359  

24hr helpline for women and children suffering from do-
mestic violence.  

 

Shropshire Carer’s Support Service 01743 341995  

Wide range of support for unpaid carers.  

 

Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin  01743 233123  

Confidential advice for older people, their families 
and carers.  

Local organisations offering help and support 

 Here are some contact details you might find useful.   This page was updated in January 2022,  but if 
you find anything to be out of date,  incorrect or not relevant please let the editor know.  Likewise please 
share details of any other group which can offer support to local residents.  Thank you.  
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Chartered Surveyors, Land Agents &  

Architectural Services 
 

Sales of Land & Small Holdings 
Farm & Business Dispersal Auc ons 

Planning consultants 
 Architectural services 
 Building regula ons 

 Structural and Environmental reports 
 Local needs and affordable housing 

 Agricultural buildings 
 Agricultural dwellings 

 Commercial and industrial buildings 
Planning Appeals 

 
Roger Parry & Partners 

Minsterley 
01743 791336 

 
Oswestry office:  01691 655334 

Welshpool office:  01938 554499 
 

www.rogerparry.net 

 
Residen al Sales & Residen al Le ngs 

 
SELLING OR LETTING YOUR HOUSE? 

Telephone for a FREE Valua on 
 

 
 

Shrewsbury 
01743 343343 

 
Oswestry 

01892 655334 
 

Welshpool 
01938 554499 

 
www.parrylowarch.co.uk 

 

STRENGTH &  

STABILITY CLASS 

FOR AGES 60+ 
 

 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 

at Minsterley Parish Hall 

    

Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 

Pontesbury 
 

Booking is essential. 
    

Contact Dan Lewis on 07904 338 791 

or  

danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 
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Advertising in  

The Minsterley Parish Magazine 
 

 The advertising section of the Minsterley Parish Magazine is being 
updated,  and all our advertisers have been contacted about their        
requirements.   Please do support them where possible - and if you run a 
local business or would like to advertise something in these pages,  please   
contact me on 01743 791508 or via e-mail: HTMadverts@hotmail.com. 

  

 The monthly rates are currently: 

Full page.               £10.00 
Half page.                £5.00 
Quarter page.          £2.50 
Eighth page.             £1.25 

Colin Edwards 

MINSTERLEY  
PARISH HALL 

Available for hire 

EXCELLENT FACILITIES 
 

FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK, CONTACT 

Andrew Morris 
TELEPHONE: 07495 715469 or  

email: minsterleyparishhall@gmail.com 

Footcare in your home. 

Robert Bland S.A.C. Dip. R.F.H.P 

Tel: 07368230473 

Email:- bobbland04@yahoo.co.uk 

The Flower Shop,  Minsterley 

 
3 Sta on Road,  Minsterley 

01743 791860 
 

ForÊallÊyourÊfloralÊrequirements, 
 freshÊeggsÊandÊaÊsmallÊselec onÊofÊgroceries. 

WeÊareÊopenÊasÊfollow 
TuesdayÊ–ÊFriday:Ê9.00amÊ–Ê4.00pm 

Saturday:ÊÊ9.00amÊ–Ê12Ênoon 
 

WeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊyou. 

BCE Davies - General Builder 

ExtensionsÊ–ÊAltera ons 

PlasteringÊ–ÊBrickwork 

StoneworkÊ–ÊBuildingÊMaintenance 
 

Tel: 01743 791784  
Mobile: 07713 906263 or 07946 571726 

 

42ÊLinleyÊAvenue,ÊPontesbury,ÊSY5Ê0TL 

Email:Êbcedavies@b nternet.com 

Website:Êwww.ÊBcedavies.co.uk 
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THE LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

SMITHS BUTCHERS MINSTERLEY 

HOLLY HOUSE, MINSTERLEY,  SY5 0BA 
 

01743 791863  

minsterley.butchers@facebook.com 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS WHICH CAN 
BE DELIVERED FREE OF CHARGE. 

 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
ON FACEBOOK OR ON MY ADVERTISING 

BOARD OUTSIDE THE SHOP 
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GRS 
CLEANING 
SERVICES 

WINDOWS         CONSERVATORIES      GUTTER CLEANING 
PATIOS / DRIVE WAYS   CARAVAN / MOTORHOMES 

SOLAR PANELS                 CARPET CLEANING 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Home 01743 791829;   Mobile 07947114843 
LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

 
 

 Hair by Jen  

 3ÊSta onÊRoad,ÊMinsterley 

. 
JennyÊandÊStaceyÊofferÊaÊfriendlyÊserviceÊincluding 

foils,Ê nts,Êperms,ÊcutÊandÊblowÊdrys,Êetc. 
 

Open: TuesdayÊ9am-3pm 

  WednesdayÊ9am-6pmÊ 
  ThursdayÊ9am-9pmÊ (lateÊnight!) 

  FridayÊ9am-4pm 
 

AppointmentsÊadvisable:ÊcallÊ01743Ê792548ÊorÊdropÊin. 
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S.P. GARDENING SERVICES 

 

For all your gardening needs we offer a full service 
and we are Environment Agency Registered 

          
 

Hedges     Shrubs     Weeding 

 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing    Lawn Treatment    Turfing 

o            

For a free quota on please contact Steve 01743791716  or 07868 701704 

spgardenservices@outlook.com.  Local family business in Minsterley 
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For up to date information about our churches, 

past copies of the magazine  

and everything else you need to know  

please visit our website: 

http://stiperstoneschurches.org.uk 

 


