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Rector   
Rev Greg Smith  
The Deanery, Pontesbury.  
07902 794653   
rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
 
Asst. Minister  
Rev Pam Bickley 
High Ridge, Snailbeach  
07887 531174   

Church Wardens   
Susan Lockwood 01743 791082 
    07854 110271 
Sarah Edwards  07971 984925 
 
Treasurer   
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Secretary    
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 

Services and events in church - May 

Sunday 1st   10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 8th  10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 15th  10.30am Morning Worship   

Sunday 22nd  10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 29th  10.30am Holy Communion  

 

 Weekly events 
Mondays  3.30pm - 5.00pm   Drop-In Youth café (see page 5) 

Wednesdays 10.00am - 12noon   Café open (see page 12) 

Thursdays   10.00am - 11.30am  Trinity Tots (see page 8) 

Fridays  9.00am   Prayer Time (see page 8) 

The Minsterley Parish Magazine is published by Holy Trinity Church. 

 

Editor:  David Young  e-mail:  MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com. 

Adverts:  Colin Edwards e-mail:   HTMadverts@hotmail.com.    Tel:  01743 791508  
      

 Copy date is the 20th of the preceding month. 
 

 

 If you would like contribute to the magazine,  make any comments or suggestions please get 
in touch with us.  Thank you. 

Holy Trinity Church,  Minsterley 
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St Luke’s Church Snailbeach 
Treasurer  Cheryl Bromhead 

 
St Luke’s is a “Festival Church”.  Services are held on six festival days:   
Christmas,  Easter,  St Luke’s day,  Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival  
and Remembrance Sunday.  
 
     

St Mary’s Church Habberley 
Church Wardens  Pauline Stopford,  The Kennels,  Habberley (01743 790784) 

     Pearl Hannigan,  9 Yarlington Orchard, Pontesbury  (01743 790495)  

Treasurer    Robert Currie 

 
Evensong   5.00pm   Sunday 8th May       
Holy Communion 10.30am   Sunday 22nd May 

All Saints’ Church Shelve 
Church Warden  Wynford Wyke (07970 955714) 

Treasurer   Roma Lewis 

Secretary   Sara Young 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 1st May     
    9.00am Sunday 15th May     
    9.00am Sunday 29th May  

Holy Trinity Church Hope 
Church Warden  (vacant) 

Secretary   Sara Young 

 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 1st May   

Holy Communion 9.00am  Sunday 15th  

 

Our partner churches in the Stiperstones Group  — 



4 

Leading thoughts 

Garden work for church  

 As part of the Duke of Edinburgh Award you 
have to do 12 weeks volunteering in your 
community.  With support from Ruth Wadsworth I 
decided to help out in the church garden every 
Saturday.  I had to sweep up a lot of leaves during 
the Autumn and I mainly focused on tidying up 
before the church service on Sunday.  I mostly 
preferred doing the same thing each week but soon 
realised that I had to do different jobs around the 
garden which I think helped me to be a bit more 
flexible.  I actually enjoyed helping out in the church 
garden and will definitely consider it again for my 
next Duke of Edinburgh volunteering block, but you 
can call on me if you need any help before then.  
Thank you for everyone’s support and for thanking 
me whenever you saw me.  

 Happy Easter to everyone!  

Lian Blignaut 

 

 SING & PLAY 

  

 The musical worship 
at Holy Trinity is led by 
the choir, supported by 
the organ and the band - which presently consists 
of keyboard, guitars and ukulele.     

 There is always room for more singers and 
players.   If you can play or sing and would like to 
join us in the privilege of helping the congregation 
to praise God in song,  please contact Barbara 
Norsworthy or David Young.  Thank you. 

  

Hungry For Justice. 

 Christian Aid Week is again focussing on the 
effect climate change is having;  and the money 
raised will help families facing poverty and injustice 
in countries all around the world. 

 You can help Minsterley raise money for 
Christian Aid’s campaign to fight poverty and 
injustice worldwide by donating: 

· via envelopes available from Holy Trinity,  
Minsterley Methodist and Congregational 
churches. 

· on-line via this link - https://
envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/
minsterley-churches-ca-group. 

· at the collection outside Minsterley Co-Op on 
Saturday 21st May. 

· at the Big Breakfast & coffee morning on 
Saturday 14th May in Holy Trinity church or 

· at morning praise at Holy Trinity Minsterley 
on Sunday 15th May at 10.30 pm 

 
“With every gift, 
with every voice,   
with every prayer,  
with every action we can change lives” 
 

 If you would like more information please 
contact Susan Bates on 01743 891985.  Thank you. 
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Mondays after school  

3.30 – 5.00pm 

in Holy Trinity Church 

Sponsored by GRS Cleaning Services 
 This Monday Club is popular,  with up to 
twenty young people attending each week. 

 If you have an hour to spare, we are looking 
for more volunteers to supervise a super group of 
young people who are really enjoying being together 
and sharing friendships. 

 For more information please speak to Greg. 

Holy Trinity Church Hope 

 
 The proposed merger of Hope and Shelve 
churches - proceedings are continuing and an update 
on progress will be provided in due course. 

 House for Duty Priest – interviews took place 
on 28th April and it is hoped that by the time of 
publication we shall know who has been appointed 
to undertake pastoral responsibility for the parishes 
of Hope and Shelve.  

 We are sorry to report the death of Mr Mike 
Groves, whose funeral took place at Holy Trinity 
Hope,  and send our condolences to his family and 
friends. 

 At Easter we welcomed and provided 
refreshment for the many walkers on the Good 
Friday Pilgrimage who attended the midday service 
lead by Rev. Greg.  A short video of the Pilgrimage 
can be found on www.stiperstoneschurches.org.uk/
news 

 Our Easter Sunday service was well attended 
with many members of the Shelve congregation 
joining us. It was with great joy that we wished our 
retiring Church Warden, Geoff Edwards, a happy 
90th birthday.  Congratulations Geoff and enjoy 
your retirement! 

 We look forward to welcoming you to one of 
our services in the near future. 

 
Susan Bates  

Bruce and Barbara Norsworthy invite you 
to come and have tea or coffee 

in their garden  

 

 

Saturday 28th May 

10.00am – 3.00pm  

 
at  

 The Gables 
( corner of The Grove, 

Horsebridge Road, SY50AG) 
 

Cake stall,  plants and raffle 
 

All proceeds to Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley 

Goodness is, so to speak, itself. 
Badness is only spoiled goodness. And there must be 
something good first before it can be spoiled.   

 C S Lewis 
 

When faced with a choice and unsure which way to 
go, try this Ignatius method of discernment: 
prayerfully imagine yourself at the end of your life 
and consider…. ‘which choice would I wish I had 
made?’  
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 With the upcoming ordination of Richard, our   
soon-to-be curate at Pontesbury and Stiperstones, I’ve 
been thinking about being called by God.  

 One of the joys of my own ministry has been      
involvement in both local and national selection of 
priests.  Initially there was some naivety on my part.  As 
we’re all created in God’s image perhaps I believed    
initially that everyone would share my own perspective 
on the ordained ministry in the Church of England; what 
being a priest would be like and what it feels like to be 
called by God.  Thank goodness I soon learned that 
would never work.   Although in His image we all bring 
our own personalities, qualities, strengths and weaknesses 
to our vocation.  But I also soon realised that there is one 
quality that is essential for a lasting ministry,  and it may 
be one that surprises you. 

 If you think about ministry,  training can equip you 
with the theoretical background that you need. Curacy 
can show you how it’s done in practice.  So what is that 
one quality?  Well, I think it’s one that not only the priest 
needs, but church officers and the laity would find helpful 
too.  It’s a sense of humour.  

 Obviously there are times of great seriousness in 
the church and its work but there are also times when the 
ability to laugh has its benefits and in particular to laugh 
at ourselves.  

 Many years ago Allan Toop led a course – I think it 
was for confirmation – and shared a glorious drawing of 
Jesus laughing.  It’s not an image that we think of when 
we consider pictures of our Lord but how wonderful to 
imagine.    Humour in the right setting – even during a 
funeral – can bring a lightness of touch, a gentle relief.   
And as long as we remember to laugh with people and 
not at them it can bring joy. 

 Useful to remember Proverbs 17v.22:  

 “A cheerful heart is a good medicine,   

but a downcast spirit dries up the bones.” 

 With blessings 

Rev. Pam Bickley 

Christian Aid Garden Party 

2.00pm – 6.00pm,   

Saturday 14th May   

Entertainment – stalls – raffles – toddler’s corner 

At The Paddock,  Annscroft,  SY5 8AN (on the road from 
Annscroft to Plealey/Hanwood).   Park at The Farriers 
Industrial Park Annscroft, SY5 8AN. 
 

Offers of gifts and help to  
Graham & Sandra Earney (gandsearney@btinternet.com) 

Ian Ross (mail@fiross.plus.com) 

Deanery of Pontesbury 
 

Rural dean:  Rev. Bill Rowell 

01938 552064      email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Deanery News editor:  Alison Bebb,  Keepers Cottage,  Cruckmeole,  Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 
01743 860158  email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 
Items for inclusion to be submitted by 10th of previous month please 

Pontesbury Open Gardens 
12.30pm - 4.30pm  Sunday 22nd  May  

 
We will again be opening 

gardens in Pontesbury  

in aid of St George’s Church  
and the Shropshire Historic 

Churches Trust.  
  

We are offering you the chance to visit some interesting                    
local gardens - it is great fun and a chance to join in                                  

a worthwhile fund raising campaign. 

Entry is £5 per adult, maps available from the Church.  
Look out for further details or contact  

Martyn Cribb on 07912627847. 

 The Lent Lunch at Wain House, Habberley was 
delayed because we had Covid.  It should have taken 
place on Red Nose Day so funds were sent off to Comic 
Relief as a late donation.  £90 was raised and all those 
taking part have been thanked for being "Fund Raising 
Legends".  

 The money “will help people in the UK and 
around the world live free from poverty, violence and 
discrimination. This includes helping people in Ukraine 
and those affected by mass displacement in many parts 
of the world.”  What a privilege to be able to join in 
God’s provision like that from the Churches in our 
small part of the world!  Thanks to everyone who came. 

Stuart and Wendy Carter 
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World News . . . . 
 

. . . .or “some of the items you are not likely to see on the TV news” 

News items reproduced with permission from the Barnabas Fund.   For more information go to barnabasfund.org. 

Muslim-background Christian in Indonesia 
handed ten-year sentence for “blasphemy” 

8 April 2022 

 

 A Muslim-background Christian in Indonesia was 
sentenced to ten years in prison after being found guilty 
of “blasphemy” and hate speech by a court in West Java 
Province.   Muhammad Kace, formerly an Islamic cleric, 
was accused of making disparaging remarks about 
Muhammad, the prophet of Islam.   Kace’s lawyer argued 
that the sentence is too severe, and said that Kace would 
appeal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Tight security was required at the court during 
sentencing, as thousands of Muslims gathered outside to 
protest against Kace who was arrested and imprisoned in 
August 2021 for his YouTube videos that critique Islam 
and its teachings.   On 26th August 2021 he was brutally 
beaten by several other prisoners, an attack that was 
allegedly covered up for several weeks by prison 
authorities. 

 Indonesian President Joko Widodo has taken steps 
to combat Islamism, including dissolving two hard-line 
Islamic organisations (Hizbut Tahrir Indonesia and the 
Islamic Defenders Front).   In recent years, however, 
Indonesia as a whole has seen a rise in hard-line Islamic 
ideology.  In December 2021 almost 180,000 police 
officers were deployed to guard churches and public 
places against terrorist attack over the Christmas period. 
 
 
 

Islamists “mercilessly killing Christians”  
in north-eastern DRC 

 
7 April 2022 

At least a dozen people have been killed in an 
attack by Islamists on the village of Masambo in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).   The attack, 
on Sunday 3rd April, was carried out by the Islamist 
group Allied Democratic Forces (ADF).   A church leader 
in neighbouring Uganda confirmed that that the ADF are 
“mercilessly killing Christians.”   He added that many 
people are fleeing north-eastern DRC and seeking refuge 
in western Uganda. 

The village of Masambo is in the North Kivu 
province of north-eastern DRC.   These attacks are part of 

a spate of violence across North Kivu and its 
neighbouring province of Ituri, much of it carried out by 
Islamists.   In March more than fifty people in Ituri and at 
least thirty in North Kivu were killed in attacks by the 
ADF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The two provinces were placed in a state of 

emergency (known as a “state of siege”) by DRC 
President Felix Tshisekedi in May 2021. This state has 
yet to be lifted. 

 
In a video released on 1st April,  ADF leader Musa 
Baluku renewed the group’s pledge of allegiance 
(baya) to Islamic State.   This followed the appointment 
of the Iraqi-born Abu al-Hassan al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi 
as the new leader of IS in March.   The ADF, also known 
as Islamic State Central Africa Province, was designated 
a terrorist organisation by the United States in March 
2021.  In April of that year Christian leaders in 
DRC warned of ADF’s strategy to “kidnap and force 
victims to join the Islamic faith”. 

 

Church minister stabbed to death in Alexandria 

11 April 2022 

An Egyptian church minister was stabbed to 
death by an unnamed assailant in Alexandria on the 
evening of 7th April.   Arsanios Wadid, 56, the minister of 
a church in the Muharram Bek district of Alexandria, was 
stabbed three times. He was taken to hospital where he   

The attack took place on the seaside promenade in the 
Sidi Bishr district of Alexandria, where Arsanios was 
supervising an outing for children from the church. 

 The attacker, described as a 60-year-old man, fled 
the scene but was quickly apprehended by the Alexandria 
Security Directorate.   A statement from the Egyptian 
Ministry of the Interior confirmed the attack and said that 
an investigation was under way. 

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has been 
quick to give verbal and practical support to the Christian 
community whenever anti-Christian incidents occur. In 
November 2021 two Muslim brothers were sentenced to 
life imprisonment for the murder of a Christian 
shopkeeper, also in Alexandria. 

Muhammad Kace, a 
former Muslim cleric 
who converted to 
Christianity, was 
convicted for 
allegedly insulting 
Islam [Image credit: 
UCA News] 

ADF leader Musa Baluku renewed the group’s 
allegiance to the Islamic State in a video released 
on 1 April [Image credit: Long War Journal]   
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Trinity Tots meet from 10.00-11.30am every Thursday  

in Holy Trinity Church during term time. 

Toys, stories, songs and refreshments. 

Come and join us and make new friends. 

Sponsored by Smiths of Minsterley- THANK YOU 

Contact: Judith 01743 383116 or Barbara 01743 600476 

Trinity Tots   (under 5s group) 

Where 2 or 3 are gathered…. 

 On Friday at 9am two or three of us meet 
in church to pray.  We have been meeting since 
September.   We share a Bible reading and use 
different styles of prayer.  We adapt each week 
to what's going on in our church and 
community.  We are developing an 
understanding of what prayer is and how it can 
affect our everyday lives. 
 You are very welcome to join us in 
person or perhaps in spirit by praying at home.   
In all things, pray. 

     Ruth Wadsworth 

From the Dean of Hereford 

 There is a piece of engineering art in the Mercedes 
Benz Museum at Brooklands which shows a Formula 
One Car suspended in all its constituent parts. It is still 
obviously a car and each part, large or small clearly has a 
defined function and purpose although they are not 
connected in such a way as to enable it to move at all, 
still less win a race. 

 It occurs to me that this is a metaphor for the 
Church; that we are in a time of uncertainty and waiting 
to find our way. The shock in 2020 of first emptying our 
buildings and then closing our doors for worship and 
prayer, thus removing all our physical certainties, was 
like a slow-motion explosion into suspended animation 
and whilst a fair bit of former functionality is restored 
there is still a sense of struggling in no man’s land. All 
that we are and have been hanging breathlessly in the 
unanticipated gift of wait and see. 

 I think we all know in our hearts, much as we 
want to rebel against the knowledge, that church will 
never be the same as it was and that in truth, Covid 
merely accelerated what was already happening. We are 
still Christ’s church, His body, but a bit like a string 
puppet, uncoordinated, unskilled, uncertain how to take 
the next step. Yet in faith, courage and the power of the 
Holy Spirit firing creativity, we might start to move 
towards re-imagining and re-engineering what will be. 

 Even as we start to work out how to serve God’s 
people in what are distressing and terrible times for the 
world let us accept with perverse gratitude the chance to 
stop our perpetual motion; to pause and to seek God; to 
hang for a season moved only by His spirit and to watch 
and wait and discern His will. The Spiritual Certainties 
remain unchanged. How we arrange ourselves around 
them to serve the nation and our communities in Jesus’ 
name is the question for today. But this no reason to 
fear. 

 God will build His Church and the gates of Hades, 
will not prevail against it. 

The Very Rev Sarah Brown, 
Dean of Hereford 
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 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2022 

 If you could help Minsterley churches raise 
money for Christian Aid’s campaign to fight poverty 
and injustice worldwide please contact me. 
  
 Christian Aid Week this year is from 15th – 21st 
May and we are planning a collection at Minsterley 
Co-Op and other fundraising events during the week.  
Please note we do not carry out door-to-door 
collections. 
 
 Volunteers and donations of cakes would be 
very much welcomed!   Many thanks,  
 

Susan Bates  
Minsterley Churches CAW group 

s.jbates@yahoo.co.uk 
01743 891985 

Oasis 

 The new bereavement group,  jointly run by 
six local churches in Pontesbury and Minsterley,  
has officially branded itself as Oasis.  The group 
(which launched on Tuesday 22nd March) will run 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays at Minsterley 
Methodist Chapel from 12noon - 1.30pm and is 
for anyone who has suffered recent bereavement.  
The next dates are the 10th and 24th May. 
 
 Oasis offers lunch and companionship to 
people going through difficult times.  We have 
plenty of volunteers to run the club;  what we 
need now is your prayers and for guests to come.   
If you know anyone in the Minsterley/Pontesbury 
area who has lost a loved one and who might 
benefit from joining the group please do refer 
them to us.  Heather Ryder has kindly agreed to 
be the point of contact and may be reached at 
ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 790359. 

 
Greg Smith 

 

 We will be running an Alpha course at The 
Deanery on Tuesday nights commencing Tuesday 
3rd May for ten weeks.  The course is aimed at 
anyone who wants to explore the Christian faith 
or is new to the faith or simply wants to brush up 
on the foundations.  

 If you (or anyone you know) might be 
interested, do let us know.  We are limiting places 
to twelve.  We will also need help with catering 
so if you would be willing to help prepare a 
simple meal for fifteen people once or twice 
during the ten week course, please speak to Fran 
for further details. 

Greg Smith 
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A Prayer for Ukraine 

God of peace and justice,  we pray for the people of 
Ukraine.   
· We pray for peace and the laying down of 

weapons.   
· We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,  

that your spirit of comfort would draw near to 
them.  

· We pray for those with power over war or 
peace,  for wisdom, discernment and 
compassion to guide their decisions.    

· Above all, we pray for all your precious 
children, at risk and in fear, that you would 
hold and protect them.   

 
We pray in the name of Jesus,  the Prince of Peace.  
Amen 

 After the two years when we were 
unable to hold it,  our social evening “Spring 
into the Garden” will be held on the evening 
of Thursday 12th May at 7.30pm in 
Pontesbury Public Hall;  entry is free. There 
will be plants and garden-related material for 
sale,  and demonstrations of interest 
throughout the evening.  Refreshments are 
provided free of charge but there will be a 
chance to contribute to a local charity in lieu 
of any payment. 

 Our Show, which will be on Saturday 
27th August has a photographic competition 
as part of the Art Section.  To give everyone a 
time to seek out suitable subjects the four 
topics for this year are: 

· Something related to Royalty 

· A Red Rose 

· Anything Silver / Platinum 

· My Bicycle 

 The prints should have a maximum size 
of 7x5" / 18x13 cm and be unframed.  Entries 
can be made any time at the Trading Post and 
entry forms and schedules for the rest of the 
Show will be available during the summer. 

 The Trading Post in Station Road is 
open every Saturday from 9.30am to 12 
noon. 

Rob Dixon 
 robedixon@btopenworld.com 
01743 791901    07949 644177  

  
  

Spring into the GardenSpring into the Garden 

A Social Evening in the Public Hall 
 

Thursday 12th May - opens 7.30 pm 
 

Among the attractions: 

· plant stalls 

· Jams and chutneys 

· Shropshire Organic Gardeners & Master 
Compostors 

· West Shropshire Flower Club 

· goods from the Trading Post 

 

Come along - Admission and refreshments are free. 
All donations are for a local charity. 

See opposite for more details 
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Coffee Mornings  
at The Plough Inn Pontesbury,   

Fridays 11am - 12.15pm 
 

 13th May and 10th June  
 

All are welcome. 

Community Good Neighbours Club 100 
Congratulations to our February Winners! 

     
 
 

 

       If you would like to be in with the chance of winning one of these cash 
prizes and have yet to join Club 100, please contact Sharon Davies or via 
our Email/Facebook/Telephone number listed below. 
  
      In May we have cash prizes of £30, £25, £20, £15 and £10 up for 
grabs!  
The draws are made on the 1st of each month and winners will be contacted 
via telephone and advertised on our Facebook page ‘Community Good 
Neighbours Pontesbury’ and here in the Parish Magazine the following 
month. 
  
 You can also contact us via Facebook, search “Good Neighbours 
Pontesbury” to add us a friend or ‘Community Good Neighbours - 
Pontesbury and Rea Valley’ to join our group. 
 

secretary@goodneighbourspontesbury.org.uk or our website 
www.goodneighbourspontesbury.org.uk 

Telephone: 07944 891 953 

Bernard Ratcliffe £30.00 
Howard Booth £25.00 
Tracey Leighton £20.00 
G. Cooper £15.00 
Bernie Rodenhurst £10.00 

Churches Count on Nature  
 

Churches and cathedrals across the country 
are preparing for the annual Churches Count on 
Nature event.  The ‘citizen science’ event – set to run 
between 4-12th June – will welcome people to 
churchyards and encourage them to record what 
animals and plants they see.  That data will then be 
collated on the biological records hub, the National 
Biodiversity Network. 

Last year more than 540 activities and events 
were organised by churches across the country. 
People submitted 17,232 recorded pieces of data on 
wildlife they saw, with more than 1,500 species 
recorded.  More than 4,000 people got involved.    

Churchyards and gardens have been called 
an “incredible home of biodiversity, making up 
thousands of acres of green oases in every 
community of the country”. Last year, hundreds of 
parishes got their local community searching for 
insects and plants in their open spaces. 

As the Bishop of Norwich has pointed out: 
“The Gospels are full of stories of the growth of 
seeds, the choking of thistles, the beauty of lilies and 

the fruitfulness of trees. We have the privilege and 
responsibility to care for the earth and to tread 
gently on it.   The Churches Count on Nature is a 
great opportunity to help people understand their 
local environment and that biodiversity is essential 
for the processes that support all life on earth, 
including humans.” 

Last year, many parishes used Churches 
Count on Nature as an opportunity to reach out to 
their local community.   Churches Count on Nature 
is jointly run by the conservation charities A Rocha 
UK, Caring for God’s Acre together with the Church 
of England and the Church in Wales.   Andy Lester, 
from A Rocha UK, said “Churches Count on Nature 
is a unique opportunity for those who love their 
churchyards and church spaces to take part in the 
largest ever nature count. With nature still in decline 
nationwide this count will provide valuable data on 
what is happening to wildlife. In turn that will help 
us to collectively work to take targeted action for 
nature’s recovery.” 

With over 20,000 churchyards and other 
burial grounds across England and Wales, these 
special places are seen as crucial havens for wildlife. 
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Puzzle page - with an easy Sudoku this month! 

A prayer for Ukraine - Wordsearch 
 

Lord, we pray for Ukraine, a nation 
in which 70% of the population call 
themselves Christian. You, 
Lord, make wars cease to the end of 
the earth; you break bows, shatter 
spears, and burn shields with fire 
[Psalm 46:9]. And so, we ask you 
now to save the lives of many 
people in Ukraine. De-escalate this 
crisis. We hear of wars and rumours 
of wars (Matt. 24:6], but you Lord 
are our rock, our fortress and our 
deliverer. Our hope is in you. And so 
we address the nations now. In the 
name of Jesus we say: “Be still and 
know God! He is exalted among the 
nations; He shall be exalted in the 
earth [Psalm 46:10].  Kyrie eleison – 
Lord have mercy. 

Ukraine 

War 

Cease 

Earth 

Break 

 

Bows 

Sha er  
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Burn  
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Lives 

Crisis 
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Our  
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Be  

S ll  
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MINSTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Summary of Chairman’s Annual Report 

We began the year with the elections which gave 
us a new Parish Council from the beginning of May 2021.  
The parish has continued during the last twelve months 
with the responsibilities of the bus shelters,  playground 
areas,  playing field and footway streetlights. 

Announced in last April’s minutes was the com-
pletion of the parish lighting to new LED lamps.  This is 
proving to be a real bonus as we now have minimum 
repairs and reduced energy costs compared to before  
installation took place.  Also last summer saw the solar 
light scheme come into operation between Minsterley 
and Pontesbury.  This has been a joint project with the 
two parish councils working closely together to get this 
implemented.   

On the subject of joint working, the three Parish 
Councils from the Rea Valley – Hanwood, Pontesbury 
and Minsterley – have been working closely together to 
deliver the A.N.P.R. (automatic number plate recogni-
tion) project together with West Mercia Police and  
Shropshire Council.  This has now been installed with 
speed cameras located in all three villages on the A488.  
This was another joint project which probably could have 
only been delivered by working together as one unit.  

Also at the beginning of the new council the new V.A.S. 
signs had been installed.  These have now returned to the 
Parish after receiving software upgrades. 

In September an Open Parish Meeting for       
residents to attend and discuss parish items with various 
representatives was arranged.   

The Minsterley Flood Action Group have       
continued to meet and discuss issues around the parish 
with other agencies.   

At the beginning of August Ian Hutchinson     
returned as the new clerk to the Parish Council.  Many 
thanks to Dave Leeson who retired last July after serving 
the parish for many years.   

The parish also applied to the Welcome Back 
Fund from the Government’s Covid scheme to provide 
Christmas lights outside the parish hall, extra footpath 
and road sweeping, and two new litter bins.   

Everyone was thanked for helping to deliver the 
Parish Council services for the residents during the last 
twelve months.   

Geoff Rogers 
Chairman,  Minsterley Parish Council 

www.minsterley.org.uk 
 

To contact the parish council please e-mail the clerk :   
clerk@minsterley.org.uk 

Minsterley Methodist Church 
 

1st May:  Family Service “The Big Story of God Part 8 
- Jesus Came To Give Us Life.”  The service will be 
led by members of the congregation. 
 
8th May:  Holy Communion service led by Rev. 
James Eaton-Challinor.  
 
Also on 8th May: the Rea Valley cluster of chapels 
will be hosting a Lambing Service at Vron Gate 
starting at 4pm 
 
15th May: Service led by Mr Mike Hallworth 
 

 
 
 
22nd May: Service will be a local arrangement 
hopefully looking at the lectionary readings for this 
Sunday and led by members of the congregation. 
 
29th May: Rea Valley cluster service to be held at 
Stiperstones Methodist chapel at 10.30am 
 

Sandra Lewis 
 
Church minister contact details: 

Rev James Eaton-Challinor 
revjamesec@outlook.com. 01743 260939 

Minsterley 59 Club winners 
Draw 12 
Draw 13 
Draw 14 
Draw 15 

 23rd March  
30th March  
6th April  
13th April  
 

 No. 50 
No. 29 
No. 59 
No. 2 

Sarah Edwards 
Colin Edwards 
Roll Over 
Jeannie Buckle 
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BISHOPS CASTLE & RURAL  
Safer Neighbourhood Team  

(covers all our magazine area except Minsterley) 
 
Sgt 2382 Damien Kelly 
PC 3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 
 
Twitter: @SouthShropCops      
Email: bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  
Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch 

SHREWSBURY RURAL WEST 
 Safer Neighbourhood team 

(covers Minsterley) 
 

Sgt 2148 Ingrid TOZER  
PC 2579 Simon LEWIS   (07870 150850) 
PCSO 6795 Sarah EDWARDS (07870 150913) 
PCSO 6043 Jaqui BALDWIN (07870 511427) 
 
Twitter: @ShrewsburyCops   
Email:  shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Police contact numbers 
Emergency:  999 
Non Emergency: 101 
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 
Website:   www.westmercia.police.uk 
 
Report online: www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ 

 Answers  
CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE - CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONE 

16th March 2022 – 15th April 2022 
Breach of non-molestation 

order 
  Worthen   

Malicious communication   Worthen   

Dog dangerously out of 
control 

  Shelve Wood Words of advice given to 
dog owner at request of 

victim 
Assault   Marton   

Theft Domestic related Aston Pigott Enquires on-going 

People have always named their children after 
expensive things:  Mercedes, Chardonnay, Dior.  
This year, look out for:  Electric, Gas, and Petrol. 

Anon 

The way to do a great deal is to keep on doing a 
little. The way to do nothing at all is to be 
continually resolving that you will do everything. 

C H Spurgeon 
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Community Good Neighbours,  Rea Valley 

07944 891953   

Get in touch with a local Good Neighbour for a friendly 
chat, small errands and support to stay active and       
connected within the community.   

 

Pontesbury Community and Care Co-ordinator 

01743 790325 or e-mail h.tazewell@nhs.net  

Helen Tazewell can give assistance to patients of all ages 
in need of help, support and advice by signposting to oth-
er useful services.   She works Monday and Wednesday 
locally. 

 

Healthy Shropshire    0345 678 9025  

Shropshire Council telephone line for information and 
advice on a healthy lifestyle, including smoking, alcohol, 
weight, exercise and other matters.  

   

Shrewsbury Food Hub  Shrewsburyfoodhub.org.uk  

Surplus food share tables across Shrewsbury.                 
See Facebook page for venue details. 

 

Shrewsbury Food Bank    07421 745857  

Food parcels, debt advice, returning to work, digital  

Inclusion, life skills.  Referral needed. 

   

Citizens Advice Shropshire     0344 499 1100  

Confidential advice and help to solve problems with debt, 
benefits,  housing,  legal matters & employment. 

Need help claiming Universal Credit?  Call their dedicated 
Help to Claim helpline,     0800 144 8444 

 

Keep Shropshire Warm      0800 112 3743  

Advice and grants for people struggling with heating and 
energy bills. 

 

Shropshire Council Housing Support   0345 678 9005  

Support on all housing matters particularly rentals and 
homelessness.  

 

Shropshire Mental Health Support 01743 368647 

Mental health support.  

 

Shropshire Recovery Partnership   01743 294700 

Drugs and alcohol support 

 

Shropshire Rural Support    0300 123 2825 

Confiden al support during periods of anxiety and stress, and 
with problems rela ng to family and business.  See website 
shropshireruralsupport.org.uk. 

 

Samaritans     116 123  

Free 24/7 confidential support whatever you are going 
through.  r you're going through, call us free any time, 
from any phone 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Helpline  0300 303 1191  

Support for anyone suffering from domestic violence. 

 

West Mercia Women’s Aid   0800 783 1359  

24hr helpline for women and children suffering from do-
mestic violence.  

 

Shropshire Carer’s Support Service 01743 341995  

Wide range of support for unpaid carers.  

 

Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin  01743 233123  

Confidential advice for older people, their families 
and carers.  

Local organisations offering help and support 

 Here are some contact details you might find useful.   This page was updated in January 2022,  but if 
you find anything to be out of date,  incorrect or not relevant please let the editor know.  Likewise please 
share details of any other group which can offer support to local residents.  Thank you.  
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Chartered Surveyors, Land Agents &  

Architectural Services 
 

Sales of Land & Small Holdings 
Farm & Business Dispersal Auc ons 

Planning consultants 
 Architectural services 
 Building regula ons 

 Structural and Environmental reports 
 Local needs and affordable housing 

 Agricultural buildings 
 Agricultural dwellings 

 Commercial and industrial buildings 
Planning Appeals 

 
Roger Parry & Partners 

Minsterley 
01743 791336 

 
Oswestry office:  01691 655334 

Welshpool office:  01938 554499 
 

www.rogerparry.net 

 
Residen al Sales & Residen al Le ngs 

 
SELLING OR LETTING YOUR HOUSE? 

Telephone for a FREE Valua on 
 

 
 

Shrewsbury 
01743 343343 

 
Oswestry 

01892 655334 
 

Welshpool 
01938 554499 

 
www.parrylowarch.co.uk 

 

STRENGTH &  

STABILITY CLASS 

FOR AGES 60+ 
 

 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 

at Minsterley Parish Hall 

    

Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 

Pontesbury 
 

Booking is essential. 
    

Contact Dan Lewis on 07904 338 791 

or  

danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 
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Advertising in  

The Minsterley Parish Magazine 
 

 The advertising section of the Minsterley Parish Magazine is being 
updated,  and all our advertisers have been contacted about their        
requirements.   Please do support them where possible - and if you run a 
local business or would like to advertise something in these pages,  please   
contact me on 01743 791508 or via e-mail: HTMadverts@hotmail.com. 

  

 The monthly rates are currently: 

Full page.               £10.00 
Half page.                £5.00 
Quarter page.          £2.50 
Eighth page.             £1.25 

Colin Edwards 

MINSTERLEY  
PARISH HALL 

Available for hire 

EXCELLENT FACILITIES 
 

FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK, CONTACT 

Andrew Morris 
TELEPHONE: 07495 715469 or  

email: minsterleyparishhall@gmail.com 

Footcare in your home. 

Robert Bland S.A.C. Dip. R.F.H.P 

Tel: 07368230473 

Email:- bobbland04@yahoo.co.uk 

The Flower Shop,  Minsterley 

 
3 Sta on Road,  Minsterley 

01743 791860 
 

ForÊallÊyourÊfloralÊrequirements, 
 freshÊeggsÊandÊaÊsmallÊselec onÊofÊgroceries. 

WeÊareÊopenÊasÊfollow 
TuesdayÊ–ÊFriday:Ê9.00amÊ–Ê4.00pm 

Saturday:ÊÊ9.00amÊ–Ê12Ênoon 
 

WeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊyou. 

BCE Davies - General Builder 

ExtensionsÊ–ÊAltera ons 

PlasteringÊ–ÊBrickwork 

StoneworkÊ–ÊBuildingÊMaintenance 
 

Tel: 01743 791784  
Mobile: 07713 906263 or 07946 571726 

 

42ÊLinleyÊAvenue,ÊPontesbury,ÊSY5Ê0TL 

Email:Êbcedavies@b nternet.com 

Website:Êwww.ÊBcedavies.co.uk 
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THE LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

SMITHS BUTCHERS MINSTERLEY 

HOLLY HOUSE, MINSTERLEY,  SY5 0BA 
 

01743 791863  

minsterley.butchers@facebook.com 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS WHICH CAN 
BE DELIVERED FREE OF CHARGE. 

 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
ON FACEBOOK OR ON MY ADVERTISING 

BOARD OUTSIDE THE SHOP 
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GRS 
CLEANING 
SERVICES 

WINDOWS         CONSERVATORIES      GUTTER CLEANING 
PATIOS / DRIVE WAYS   CARAVAN / MOTORHOMES 

SOLAR PANELS                 CARPET CLEANING 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Home 01743 791829;   Mobile 07947114843 
LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

 
 

 Hair by Jen  

AtÊ3ÊSta onÊRoad,ÊMinsterley 

FriendlyÊServiceÊincludingÊFoils,ÊTints,Ê
Perms,ÊBlow-dry,ÊShampooÊandÊSets,ÊTrimsÊetc. 

OpeningÊhours:ÊTuesdayÊ9am-3pm 
  

WednesdayÊ9am-4pmÊThursdayÊ9am-9pm Ê- ÊLateÊNight! 

FridayÊ9am-5pm 

BarberÊServiceÊTuesdaysÊ2pm-8pmÊWalkÊin….. 
AppointmentsÊadvisable:ÊcallÊ01743Ê792Ê548ÊorÊdropÊin. 

PleaseÊwearÊaÊfaceÊmaskÊforÊappointments 

PLEASEÊCHECKÊCOVIDÊOPENINGÊTIMES  
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S.P. GARDENING SERVICES 

 

For all your gardening needs we offer a full service 
and we are Environment Agency Registered 

          
 

Hedges     Shrubs     Weeding 

 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing    Lawn Treatment    Turfing 

o            

For a free quota on please contact Steve 01743791716  or 07868 701704 

spgardenservices@outlook.com.  Local family business in Minsterley 
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For up to date information about our churches, 

past copies of the magazine  

and everything else you need to know  

please visit our website: 

http://stiperstoneschurches.org.uk 

 


