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Rector  Rev Greg Smith  
The Deanery, Pontesbury.  
07902 794653   
rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
 
Asst. Minister Rev Pam Bickley 
High Ridge, Snailbeach  
07887 531174   
  
Church Wardens   
Arthur Matthews  01743 383116 
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 

Treasurer   
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Assistant wardens 
Judith Matthews  01743 383116 
Michael Kirk   01743 791238   
 
Secretary and Organist   
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Trinity Tots (under 5s group) 
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 
Judith Matthews  01743 383116 

Services and events in church - April 

Sunday 3rd  10.30am Holy Communion  

Palm Sunday 10th 10.30am Holy Communion  

Maundy Thursday  7pm  Foot washing at St George’s Pontesbury 

Good Friday   7pm  ‘Tenebrae’ service at St George’s Pontesbury 

Easter Day 17th  10.30am Easter Communion   

Sunday 24th  10.30am Holy Communion  

 

 Weekly events 
Mondays  3.30pm - 5.00pm   Drop-In Youth café (see page 5) 

Wednesdays 10.00am - 12noon   Café open (see page 5) 

Thursdays   10.00am - 11.30am  Trinity Tots (see page 14) 

Fridays  9.00am   Prayer Time (see page 8) 

The Minsterley Parish Magazine is published by Holy Trinity Church. 

 

Editor:  David Young  e-mail:  MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com. 

Adverts:  Colin Edwards e-mail:   HTMadverts@hotmail.com.    Tel:  01743 791508  
      

 Copy date is the 20th of the preceding month. 
 

 

 If you would like contribute to the magazine,  make any comments or suggestions please get 
in touch with us.  Thank you. 

Holy Trinity Church,  Minsterley 
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St Luke’s Church Snailbeach 
Treasurer  Cheryl Bromhead 

 
St Luke’s is a “Festival Church”.  Services are held on six festival days:   
Christmas,  Easter,  St Luke’s day,  Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival  
and Remembrance Sunday.  
 
    Easter Day service:  9am Communion 

St Mary’s Church Habberley 
Church Wardens  Pauline Stopford,  The Kennels,  Habberley (01743 790784) 

     Pearl Hannigan,  9 Yarlington Orchard, Pontesbury  (01743 790495)  

Treasurer    Robert Currie 

 
Evensong   5.00pm  Sunday 10th April  
 
Holy Communion 10.30am  Easter Sunday 17th April  

    (No service on Sunday 24th April) 

All Saints’ Church Shelve 
Church Wardens  Gill Wyke,  Barn Owl Cottage, Shelve (01743 627388) 

    Wynford Wyke (07970 955714) 

Treasurer   Roma Lewis 

Secretary   Sara Young 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 3rd April 

 

Holy Trinity Church Hope 
Church Warden  Geoff Edwards, Greenfields Farm, Hemford (01743 891257) 

Secretary   Yetta Littlehales  (01743 891347)   

Treasurer   Joyce Graves 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 3rd April 

Holy Communion 9.00am  Easter Sunday 17th April  

Our partner churches in the Stiperstones Group  — 
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Leading thought 

 

Holy Trinity Church Minsterley 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 The annual church meeting will take place in 
church following morning service on Sunday 3rd 
April, starting around 11.45am.    

 Please join us to consider the year past and 
to prepare for the year ahead.    We are looking 
for new members to serve on the church council 
(PCC) and as deanery representatives of our 
church.  If you believe God may be calling you to 
serve the church in this way please speak to Greg 
or Barbara. 

St. Mary’s Church,  Habberley 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 The APCM is to be held in St Mary’s at 2.00pm 
on Tuesday 19th April.   All are welcome to this 
meeting.   Please note that if you wish to take part 
you will need to be on the church electoral role.  
Please see one of the churchwardens about this.  
Thank you. 

 

 Pauline & Pearl 
(churchwardens) 

 Lent is traditionally a time of fasting. Isaiah 
58 v.6-7 records the LORD as saying: “Is this not 
the kind of fasting I have chosen?  Is it not to 
share your food with the hungry?” 

 Taking this injunction seriously, as the 
PCCs of both Minsterley and Pontesbury have, 
at a time when the cost of living is under the 
kinds of pressures we haven’t seen since the 
1970s we have resolved to set up the Rea Valley 
Foodbank, a new organisation whose board will 
largely be made up of church members.   

 To this end I am writing to anyone reading 
this to invite you to consider joining this board.  
Longer term I hope that it will not be too 
onerous and will be tasked with keeping a 
watching brief to ensure the smooth running of 
things.  However in the short term there is likely 
to be an intense period over the next three to 
six months as we seek to get the new venture 
established.  

 A little further down the road there will be 
a role for volunteers (we will need lots) to 
donate food, transport food, serve clients and 
provide refreshments.  For now, we need four 
people from any of our churches to help plan its 
setting up.  If you are interested, please contact 
me. 

Rev. Greg Smith 

 The musical 
worship at Holy 
Trinity is led by the 
choir, supported by 
the organ and the 

band - which presently consists of keyboard, 
guitars and ukulele.     

 There is always room for more singers 
and players.   If you can play or sing and 
would like to join us in the privilege of 
helping the congregation to praise God in 
song,  then please contact Barbara 
Norsworthy or David Young.  Thank you. 
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Mondays after school  

3.30 – 5.00pm 

in Holy Trinity Church 

Sponsored by GRS Cleaning Services 
 This Monday Club is popular,  with up to 
twenty young people attending each week. 

 If you have an hour to spare, we are looking 
for more volunteers to supervise a super group of 
young people who are really enjoying being together 
and sharing friendships. 

 For more information please speak to Greg. 

Holy Trinity Church Hope 

 
LENT LUNCH  
A big thank you to all who supported the Lent 
Lunch put on by Hope and Shelve churches.  
The sum of £250 was raised which has been 
donated to the Ukrainian funds. 
 
OUTING GROUP  
Another big thank you to the Outing Group 
run by Roma for their donation of £500 to 
Hope Church. 
 
JIGSAWS 
I am still collecting jigsaws for the Welshpool 
branch of the British Heart Foundation.   If you 
have a jigsaw or two that you no longer need, 
perhaps you could let me have them to pass on 
for this good cause. 
 

Yetta Littlehales 
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 I am writing this on Sunday 13th March, the 18th 
day of the invasion of Ukraine by Russia.  The news is 
grim.  Russia is expanding its operations into the west of 
Ukraine,  and is still trying very hard to take the capital 
Kyiv.  Mariupol and other cities in the east are still taking 
a hammering.  The Ukrainians are bravely and resolutely 
standing alone against Russia - albeit with material     
support from other countries.  By the time you read this 
all of the above will have been superseded by the latest 
news. 

 War is ghastly.  It always causes huge suffering, 
particularly to civilians on both sides;  and with this war 
being on our doorstep within Europe it shocks us even 
more.  So close.  We are reminded of the fragility of 
peace and the sinfulness of people,  and yet we also see 
the humanity of people - and dare I say the love of God - 
in the responses of compassion, generosity and love,  
opening homes,  donating precious resources,  willingly 
giving of themselves to help the other. 

 I find it hard to believe that it is one man, Putin,  
who has brought this misery.  I’ve been   praying very 
hard that he will have a change of heart,  that he will let 
go of his aims of annexation of Ukraine.  Sadly, however,  
history indicates otherwise.  It was Putin as the new 
Prime Minister of Russia who initiated the offensive 
against Chechnya on 1st October 1999 that led to a     
violent,  vicious war including the flattening of the capital 
city Grozny.  In August 2008 Russian troops invaded 
Georgia,  with orders from Putin that everyone,           
including civilians,  must be either shot or forced to leave.  
Russian forces attacked hospital in Aleppo, Syria in 2016 
in their support of President Assad.  It has been said that 
Putin will use all of the arms available to him to achieve 
his aims.  Chilling stuff. So,  I pray for a change of heart 
in him,  a release of the anger and fear that drives him.  I 
pray that Jesus the light of the world,  whose death and 
resurrection we will celebrate at Easter, will reveal      
himself to Putin;  that the victory that Jesus won over 
evil,  over Satan,  will become evident in the lives of 
Putin and those who advise him. 

 Jesus said that all authority in heaven and earth has 
been given to him.  May that authority bring peace to all 
the nations.  May we learn,  as Isaiah wrote,  to live   
without war,  may we ask for forgiveness for                
misunderstandings,  for misguided hopes,  for complicity 
in not confronting evil,  not standing for what was right,  
for instead taking the easier road knowing that in doing so 
we did not     uphold justice,  did not cling to truth,  to 
what was right. 

 I finish with a Celtic Circle Prayer adapted for 
Ukraine: 

Circle the people of Ukraine Father God,   
keep love within and hatred without,   
keep hope within and despair without,  
keep peace within and anxiety without. 
 
Circle the people of Ukraine Father God, 
keep strength within and weakness without,   
keep faith within and doubt without,   
keep light within and darkness without. 
 
Circle the people of Ukraine, Father God,  
surround them with your love,  
surround them with your protection,  
surround them with your peace. Amen. 
 

Rev. Graham D Phillips,  
Rector of Great Hanwood, 

Longden and Annscroft with Pulverbatch  
 

 

Coming soon:  

Christian Aid Garden Party 

2.00pm – 6.00pm,  Saturday 14th May    

at The Paddock,  Annscroft,  SY5 8AN 
(On the road from Annscroft to Plealey/Hanwood) 

Park at The Farriers Industrial Park Annscroft, SY5 8AN 

 

 

 

 

Entertainment – stalls – raffles – Toddler’s Corner 

Offers of gifts and help to  
Graham & Sandra Earney (gandsearney@btinternet.com) 

Ian Ross (mail@fiross.plus.com) 
 

 

 

Pontesbury Open Gardens 
12.30pm - 4.30pm,  Sunday 22nd  May  

Gardens open in aid of St. George’s Church  
& Shropshire Historic Churches Trust 

Deanery of Pontesbury 
 

Rural dean:  Rev. Bill Rowell 

01938 552064      email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Deanery News editor:  Alison Bebb,  Keepers Cottage,  Cruckmeole,  Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 
01743 860158  email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 
Items for inclusion to be submitted by 10th of previous month please 
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World News . . . . 
 

. . . .or “some of the items you are not likely to see on the TV news” 

News items reproduced with permission from the Barnabas Fund.   For more information go to barnabasfund.org. 

Dalit Christian woman becomes       
mayor of Chennai, India 

10 March 
 

 A Dalit Christian woman has become 
the youngest ever mayor in the history of Chennai, 
India’s fourth largest city.   Priya Rajan, 28, a 
member of the Evangelical Church of India, was 
sworn in as mayor of the city of ten million 
inhabitants on 4th March.  She is the third woman to 
hold this office.   Chennai,  formerly Madras,  is the 
state capital of Tamil Nadu in southern India. 
 

 
 
 In January 2022 the Tamil Nadu state 
government passed an order reserving order 
reserving the post for a Scheduled Caste (Dalit) 
woman.   Rajan was elected as a councillor in local 
elections on 19th February.  Rajan’s party nominated 
her as their mayoral candidate and she was elected 
unopposed.   Christian social activist Kulandai 
Swamy commented, “It is an important milestone in 
Tamil Nadu’s political history that a Dalit woman is 
being placed as mayor of this big city.  It is a sign of 
empowerment of a marginalised community.” 
 
 Rajan is also the first mayor from North 
Chennai,  a district that she described as suffering 
from long-term neglect.  “There are many issues that 
this neighbourhood faces.  Water comes mostly only 
on alternate days;  the roads need to be improved. 
There are electricity concerns,” she said. 
 
 Scheduled Castes including Dalits are viewed as 
having the lowest status within the Hindu caste 
system. The National Council of Churches in India 
estimates that about 70% of the Christian 
population of India is from a Scheduled Caste 
background.  Although many Dalits have embraced 
Christianity,  they are still identified primarily by 
their caste by a large section of society and suffer 
severe caste-based discrimination and violence. 
 

 Chennai, the state capital of the southern state 
of Tamil Nadu, is a hub for education, health, 
information technology and automobile industries.    
Considered the second-oldest city council in the 
world after London, the Greater Chennai 
Corporation was formed in 1668 by the erstwhile 
East India Company which founded it in 1640 as a 
trading post. 
 
 

Ukraine: Donated goods delivered,  
but more needed  

18 March  
 
 “How quickly can we collect and ship the 
goods?” asked Barnabas Fund’s coordinator in 
Moldova.   This was the question at the top of our 
appeal and the answer is: “Very quickly!”    
 
 We are humbled and deeply grateful to our 
supporters that, by the grace of God, we have 
already filled a 30-tonne lorry.  It arrived near the 
Romanian border with Ukraine on Wednesday 16th 
March and the food, clothes and blankets it 
contained are being distributed in Ukraine and in 
Romania for those who have fled there from 
Ukraine. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 More goods are arriving daily in our central 
warehouse in Swindon and will be sent on.   We 
have had dozens of volunteers helping out – 
collecting goods locally, sorting and packing in the 
warehouse, and driving.  Thank you. But more needs 
to be done. 
 
 “This is not a sprint, but a marathon,” a pastor 
in Ukraine said to Barnabas Fund.   Currently the 
greatest need is for food and nappies. Would you 
consider collecting food and nappies for Christian 
refugees from Ukraine and those still inside Ukraine? 
 

Priya Rajan being sworn in. 

[Image credit: 
chennaicorporation.gov.in] 

The lorry being loaded at 
Barnabas Fund  “food.gives” 
warehouse last week  
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What’s On this year at 
Holy Trinity Minsterley? 

 

10.30am Saturday 30th April  
Talk by Richard Small on creating a wildflower 
meadow in Holy Trinity (see page 10) 
 
10.00am - 12.00noon Monday 2nd May  
Car Boot Sale at the Parish Hall  (see page 9) 
 
15th – 21st May  
Christian Aid Week  
 
Saturday 28th May 
Open Garden and plant sale at The Gables  
Sunday 5th June    
Platinum Jubilee celebration at Minsterley Hall 

 
Sunday 12th June 
Patronal Festival meal at the Stiperstones Inn   
 
Saturday 20th August    
Minsterley Show 
 
Friday 23rd September   
Quiz and chips in Holy Trinity 
 
Saturday 1st October    
Harvest Supper with auction in Parish Hall   
 
Sunday 2nd October 
Harvest Festival 
 
Saturday 3rd December  
Sale of Christmas cakes and ‘things’ in Holy Trinity 

Where 2 or 3 are gathered…. 

 On Friday at 9am two or three of us meet in church to pray.  We have been meeting since 
September.   We share a Bible reading and use different styles of prayer.  We adapt each week to 
what's going on in our church and community.  We are developing an understanding of what 
prayer is and how it can affect our everyday lives. 
 You are very welcome to join us in person or perhaps in spirit by praying at home.   In all 
things, pray. 

Ruth Wadsworth 

“Confusions” by Alan Ayckbourn 
 

 After a two year break enforced by Covid 
the Abbey Foregate Drama Group (Shrewsbury 
United Reformed Church) is finally getting back 
to normal and as such is overjoyed to announce 
our new production of Alan Ayckbourn’s 
‘CONFUSIONS’.  

 

 This is a series of four short interlinked one
-act plays:  Mother Figure,  Between Mouthfuls,  
A Talk in the Park and Gosforth’s Fete. Each 
play is vastly different and some of the 
characters are immediately recognizable. 

 

 We are now looking forward to flinging 
open the doors and welcoming you all once 
again. Rehearsals are currently underway to get 
us all back into character and give you the first 
post-lockdown play that you deserve.    We 
would like to take this opportunity of thanking 
you for your support and look forward to 
seeing you all once again. 

 

 Performance dates are Tuesday 31st May – 
Thursday 2nd June 2022 at St. Nicholas’ Hall by 
the English Bridge in Shrewsbury.   Performances 
begin at 7.30pm.  Tickets cost £11 (£10 for over 
60s) and are obtainable from the Church Office 
(01743 368932) from mid-April or from me. 

Robert Currie (01743 790123) 
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Thank you 

Thank you to all who attended the Lent Lunch held 
at The Gables on 4th March.  Donations of £90 
were  given and these  have been sent to the 
Haemophilia Research Foundation (in memory of 
Richard, who died in 1989 aged 24 years) 

Bruce and Barbara 

Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley 

 

Wednesday 13th April at 7.00pm  

Taizé-style service  

Taizé is a candlelit time of quiet reflection 
using readings prayer and music.  

The theme for the service is Learning to Pray  

 

Oasis 

 The new bereavement group,  jointly run by six 
local churches in Pontesbury and Minsterley,  has 
officially branded itself as Oasis.  The group 
(launching on Tuesday 22nd March) will run on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays at Minsterley Methodist 
Chapel from 12noon - 1.30pm and is for anyone who 
has suffered recent bereavement.  The next dates are 
the 12th and 26th April. 
 
 Oasis offers lunch and companionship to 
people going through difficult times.  We have plenty 
of volunteers to run the club;  what we need now is 
your prayers and for guests to come.   If you know 
anyone in the Minsterley/Pontesbury area who has 
lost a loved one and who might benefit from joining 
the group please do refer them to us.  Heather Ryder 
has kindly agreed to be the point of contact and may 
be reached at ryder928@btinternet.com or 01743 
790359. 

 
Greg Smith 

Alpha 

 We will be running 
an Alpha course at The 
Deanery on Tuesday nights 
commencing 2nd May for 
ten weeks.  The course is 
aimed at anyone who 
wants to explore the 
Christian faith or is new to the faith or simply wants 
to brush up on the foundations.  

 If you (or anyone you know) might be 
interested, do let us know.  We are limiting places 
to twelve.  We will also need help with catering so 
if you would be willing to help prepare a simple 
meal for fifteen people once or twice during the ten 
week course, please speak to Fran for further 
details. 

Greg Smith 
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Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley invite you 
to 

 
“Hay Meadows,  

Marches Meadow Group  
& St. GeorgeÕs Meadow.“ 

 

A presentation in church by Richard Small                 

10.30am Saturday 30th April  

Coffee and cakes will be served 

ALL ABOUT THE 
BEATLES and THEIR 

MUSIC  

(Yeah, Yeah, Yeah!) 

 

A presenta on by Bill Powell 

 in HOPE VILLAGE HALL (SY5 0JB) 

7.00 pm Friday 22nd April 

 

Admission (includes refreshments) 
Adults £7, under 16s £4 , primary age free 

 
 

Tickets and informa on from  
Wynford Wyke – 01743 791320  
Joyce Graves – 01743 891901 

 
Enjoy an evening of music & history  

of the fab four!  
 

Proceeds to Hope and Shelve Churches 
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A Prayer for Ukraine 

God of peace and justice,  we pray for the people of Ukraine.   
· We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.   
· We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,  that your 

spirit of comfort would draw near to them.  
· We pray for those with power over war or peace,  for 

wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their 
decisions.    

· Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and 
in fear, that you would hold and protect them.   

We pray in the name of Jesus,  the Prince of Peace.  Amen 

Sunday 13th March -  
Ukraine support afternoon  

 
 What can I say - the afternoon was amazing.  People were arriving 
well before 3pm loaded with bags of all the things Sarah had requested.  
The cake stall was full - thank you to all of you who made cakes which 
were then sold to add to the total.  There were people from all our six 
churches;  people from Minsterley and Shropshire;  friends - all coming to 
do what they could for the people of Ukraine. 
  
 A special thank you to Sarah Edwards for organising it;  her 
daughter, mum and dad and all her family and friends who helped set it 
up.   On the day £1591 (editor’s note - see below!) was raised and Sarah 
was organising the transport of the goods to Shrewsbury.  She had 
thought she would be able to get it all in her car;  thanks to the generosity 
of everyone, that wasn’t possible.   With blessings 

Rev. Pam 

On Sunday 13th March we held an event at 
Holy Trinity to raise funds and collect provisions for 
the people of Ukraine. The response was 
overwhelming!   The church community, friends and 
family had spread the word far and wide via social 
media, displaying posters and word of mouth. 
 

On the day we welcomed people from the 
churches in our benefice,  other churches in the 
community,  and friends from both the locality and 
further afield.  We had donations of much-needed 
provisions,  sold the countless cakes that had been 
baked and given and made what seemed like 
hundreds of cups of tea and coffee! 
 

When I eventually left the provisions 
donations tables - where I had to crawl under the 
table as there were so many bags and boxes 
surrounding me - I was astounded at how much had 
been given. 

 

Cara and I would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who donated, attended, helped 
and supported.   Also thanks must go to everyone 
who shared details of the event which helped make 
the afternoon so successful.   And massive thanks to 
my mum and dad (aka Nan and Ra) who worked so 
hard beforehand and on the day. 
 

Together we raised an incredible £2205 
which has been donated to the Disasters Emergency 
Committee (D.E.C.) Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.   
On 15th March Greg, Fran, Susan and I took three 
cars full of the donated provisions to the Shropshire 
European Organisation,  along with an anonymous 
donation of £100 towards their fuel costs,  and saw 
the goods being loaded into a lorry bound for 
Ukraine. 
 

Thank you all again for an awesome effort. 
 

Sarah and Cara  
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 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2022 

 If you could help Minsterley churches raise 
money for Christian Aid’s campaign to fight 
poverty and injustice worldwide please contact 
me. 
  
 Christian Aid Week this year is from 15th – 21st 
May and we are planning a collection at 
Minsterley Co-Op and other fundraising events 
during the week.  Please note we do not carry out 
door to door collections. 
 
 Volunteers and donations of cakes would be 
very much welcomed!   Many thanks,  
 

Susan Bates  
Minsterley Churches CAW group 

s.jbates@yahoo.co.uk 
01743 891985 

MINSTERLEY 59 CLUB WINNERS 

Draw No. 8 28th February No. 20  Colin Edwards 

Draw No. 9 2nd March  No. 32  Steve Jones 

Draw No. 10 9th March  No. 45  Chris ne Parry 

Draw No. 11 16th March  No. 12  Lynn Evans  

Holy Trinity Church Minsterley is 
delighted to be able to announce 
that we have now achieved the 
next stage of Eco Church Award. 

Saturday 28th May 

   

The Gables,  Minsterley  10am – 2pm 

Coffee, tea. refreshments, cakes, plants, raffle and 
maybe more! 

 
In aid of Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley 

OPEN GARDEN 

at 
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FUNDRAISING-the easy way 
 
 On 4th April 2001 the 49 club for Holy Trinity 
church Minsterley was born and this continues under 
the new name of the 59 club.  

 
 From April 2001 
until December 2015 the 
49 club raised £18,816 
for church funds with 
the same amount being 
paid out in prize money.   
Since January 2016, 

when it became the 59 club,  to the end of 2021 we 
would have raised £9,204 with the same amount 
paid out in prize money had all numbers been in 
use; but nonetheless it did raise over £8,500.   Over 
the past twenty-one years more than £27,000 has 
been raised for church funds and also that amount 
paid out to winners. 

 
 As you can see this is an easy way of 
fundraising……no coffee mornings, no raffles and 
none of the work involved in other fundraising 
events.  And all just for £1 per week. 
 
 Here’s the maths: 
59 members x 52 weeks x £1 pw = £3,068 --- 
£1,534 in prizes and £1,534 to church funds.  
 
 Six numbers are still available: 19, 31, 56, 59;  
so hurry to join,  first come,  first served.   If we are 
able to use all 59 numbers this would raise £1,534 
each for the church and winners every year. 
 
 See page 9 for the latest winners! 
 
 Please have a word with Geoff Rogers 
(791466) or Marie Edwards (791508). 
 
 

From the Bishop of Hereford 
 

Hello Everyone, 

 I feel little choice but to write about the 
situation in Ukraine.  I’m hesitant because writing 
this piece several weeks in advance means that it is 
likely to be out of date.  As I write, the news is 
emerging of an airstrike on a children’s hospital in 
Mariupol.  Each day outdoes itself in reports of 
wickedness and villainy.   

 I’m not sure this graphic demonstration of evil 
fits with modern psychological theories of human 
wrongdoing.  What is happening in Ukraine is simply 
sinful and evil.  It demonstrates what Christians and 
our Jewish forebears have said for centuries.  There is 
something deeply wrong with human beings.  We 
are created in the image of God and capable of great 
goodness,  but sinful, rebellious against God and 
therefore capable of great evil at the same time. 

 Putin is motivated by distorted views of 
history, misplaced pride and preparedness to get his 

own way through the projection of power.  I see this 
sort of motivation played out all the time, even in 
familiar contexts;  even in Herefordshire and South 
Shropshire!  The difference is that our petty delusions 
don’t have access to one of the world’s largest 
armies to do so much damage. 

 I pray that Putin won’t get his way through 
violence.  It is certainly proving counter-productive 
in gaining political submission.  Power like this never 
achieves its ends.  In the temptation story, Jesus 
rejected the use of power,  even to bring about 
good outcomes.  Real change both in the world and 
in our hearts only happens through love.  Jesus seeks 
to build a kingdom not through coercion but by 
invitation.  

 As we approach Easter his crucifixion reminds 
us that he was prepared to pay the price in himself 
for justice to be done.  What flows from this is the 
possibility of forgiveness,  something we all need, 
not just Mr Putin.  

 Yours in Christ 

 +Richard 
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Trinity Tots meet from 10.00-11.30am every Thursday  

in Holy Trinity Church during term time. 

Toys, stories, songs and refreshments. 

Come and join us and make new friends. 

Sponsored by Smiths of Minsterley- THANK YOU 

Contact: Judith 01743 383116 or Barbara 01743 600476 

Trinity Tots   (under 5s group) 

Puzzle Page  

Wordsearch  

The last Passover 

 On the night before He died, Jesus ate His 
last Passover meal with His disciples. He then 
transformed the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, 
saying of the bread and wine that, ‘this is my body’ 
and ‘this is my blood’. Jesus, the Lamb of God, was 
preparing to die for the sins of the whole world. 
John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper 
took place the evening BEFORE the regular 
Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same 
time that the Passover lambs were killed.   

 Jesus then astonished the disciples by washing 
their feet. He said: “A new command I give you: 
love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another.” His disciples were to love 
through service, not domination, of one another. In 
Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is 
‘mandatum novum do vobis’. The word ‘maundy’ 
is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or 
command).  
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MINSTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 The Annual Parish Council meeting for        
Parishioners will be held at Minsterley Parish Hall on 
Tuesday 12th April,  beginning at 7.00pm.  This will 
be followed by the usual monthly meeting of the 
Parish Council.   

 
Press Release from Shropshire Council 16/03/2022 

(excerpts) 

 For the first time in both Shropshire and the 
West  Mercia Police area,  automatic number plate 
recognition (ANPR) cameras were installed on 16-
17th March in three  villages in a bid to deter     
speeding drivers.   Pontesbury, Minsterley and Great 
Hanwood parish councils made a successful joint bid 
for the funding to tackle speeding traffic.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The funding means one ANPR camera was 
placed on a Shropshire Council street-lighting       
column in each village, in locations that will benefit 
most from a reduction in speed.    They were fitted 
to lampposts so their locations can be changed   
without notice, making them even more effective.  
 
  

 Each camera uses the very latest in ANPR         
technology.  Unlike conventional ‘speed cameras’ 
ANPR can record a vehicle’s speed, number plate, 
time, date and photograph it.  The software can also 
record offenders who could be visited by the police.   
They can also be used to fight rural crime and build 
an intelligence picture. 
 
 In a joint quote, the chairs of the three parish  
councils and the local Shropshire Councillors (Geoff    
Rogers,  Duncan Fletcher,  Roger Evans and Nick 
Hignett) said:   “The three  parishes of the Rea    
Valley and local Shropshire Councillors have formed 
a partnership, SAFER SPEED SHROPSHIRE, and have 
worked closely together to get this scheme          
implemented and we are extremely grateful to the 
West Mercia Police and Crime Commissioner and 
Shropshire Council who have all been instrumental 
in getting it off the ground.  We are also grateful for 
the assistance provided by Charles Pedrick, who was 
involved in a similar scheme in Gloucestershire.” 
 
 ANPR is ground-breaking for our local      
communities as it actually records a registration 
number - something can be done without inflicting 
the full force of the law.   We hope motorists will 
see it as less heavy handed than an instant fine and a 
deterrent to them speeding in future. 

 
Geoff Rogers 

Chairman,  Minsterley Parish Council 
www.minsterley.org.uk 

 

Parish Council Clerk contact – 
clerk@minsterley.org.uk 

Pontesbury and Rea Valley u3a 
wants to welcome you ! 

 
 Come and join our next open meeting 
at 2.00pm Wednesday 20th April in      
Minsterley Parish Hall. 

 

“Show & Tell” 
 A face-to-face version of our successful 
Zoom event last year. 

· Can you identify the mystery objects? 

· Have you got any items at home 
whose use is not immediately obvious? 

· Have you got any items at home that 
are special, unusual or have a bit of 
history attached? 

  

 

 Join us for an afternoon of interest 
and fun – maybe bring an item along for 
people to guess or learn about. 

 Meet up with friends, old and new,  
and find out about the u3a if you’re not  
already a member. 

 To find out more please contact me: 
susanlockwood345@btinternet.com 
Phone: 01743 791082 
Mobile: 07854 110271 
 
 I look forward to hearing from you. 

Susan Lockwood 
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 Operation Sabre is a small locally based 
registered charity,  comprised of several volunteers 
who are either serving or retired members of the fire 
and rescue service.   The charity's primary aim is to 
support remote rural communities in Romania in 
their endeavours to prevent and fight fires, and 
other emergencies.  To this end, over the last ten 
years the charity has donated and delivered over 
fifty fully equipped firefighting vehicles,  2,500 sets 
of firefighting uniforms, and medical equipment, and 
has also provided specialist training to both 
volunteer and professional Romanian firefighters.  
 
 In addition, the charity sponsors several 
orphanages and care homes, which members 
regularly visit to undertake refurbishment work and 
distribute gifts to the residents. 
 
 For 2022 Operation Sabre had set itself an 
ambitious objective of fund raising to enable the 
purchase of minibuses which, this summer, would 
have been donated to two Romanian Orthodox 
priests who between them manage eight 
orphanages, one of which cares for terminally ill 
children. Recently, however, the priests (Fr Mihae 
and Fr Robert) have been working around the clock 
to collect and deliver humanitarian aid to refugees 
crossing the Ukrainian - Romanian border. 
 Recognising the urgency of the current refugee 

crisis,  Operation Sabre has significantly depleted its 
bank account to accelerate the purchase of these 
vehicles.  Fr Mihae and Fr Robert are now the proud 
owners of three Mercedes Vitos to support their 
endeavours in transporting aid and transferring 
refugees to resettlement locations. In addition as and 
when the charity receives donations monies are 
immediately transferred to the priests to ensure that 
there are no hold ups in acquiring aid, and that 
100% donated goes direct with no administration or 
overheads deducted. 
 
 Thanks to the generosity of local people 
(particularly demonstrated at the recent food 
collection at Hignetts), the charity has also delivered 
over two tonnes of humanitarian aid (food, 
toiletries, clothing etc) to other agencies and 
organisations arranging aid convoys.  Specialist 
equipment, including twenty defibrillators and over 
fifty sets of firefighting uniforms have also been 
donated. 
 
 On 18th March four members of the charity 
flew to Bihor County, Romania to support local 
authorities offering assistance to refugees. Follow 
their news on our facebook page. 
 
 Donations can be made via BACS to Operation 
Sabre's Lloyds account number: 29747760, sort 
code:30-98-97 or can also be made via the charity’s 
website https://www.operationsabre.com/.  
Donations can also be Gift Aided. 
  
 Thank you for your prayers and support. 

 

Sheila Bower 

 Following the amazing response 
to the Ukraine appeal at Holy Trinity 
church Minsterley on Sunday 13th 
March Sarah, Fran and I delivered the 
collected items to the unit in 
Shrewsbury. The photos give a flavour 
of the scale of the operation. 
 
 They are desperate for more 
volunteers to help with the sorting and 
loading of goods.   If you have a 
couple of hours to spare, you can 
simply pitch up to help at Hartley 
Business Centre, Unit 14, Monkmoor 
Rd, SY2 5ST between 11am - 3pm Mon
- Sat. 
 

Rev Greg. 
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A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE  
 

 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
 
We really don’t know how to pray for this crisis so 
we ask for your Spirit to help us to intercede on 
behalf of the people of Ukraine. 
 
First we pray for PEACE over Ukraine and over all 
the nations. Bring about a peaceful resolution to this 
conflict.  
 
2 Thessalonians 3:16  
Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace 
always in every way. The Lord [be] with you all. 
 
We stand united in the authority we have in Christ 
and resist this evil force of death and destruction. We 
bind the demonic forces behind this invasion and 
cause them to flee. 
 
James 4:7  
Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you. 
 
We pray for safety and minimal loss of life. We ask 
that you save families, children, mothers, fathers and 
whole communities displaced by this invasion.  
 
Numbers 6:24-26  
“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD 
make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to 
you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 
And give you peace.” ’ 
 

We ask for wisdom for our politicians and world 
leaders involved with mediation and peaceful 
intervention. Grant them grace, insight and courage 
to stem this wave of violence and destruction. 
 
Colossians 1:9  
For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, 
do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
 
We pray for the Church in Ukraine that no matter 
what happens, she will remain strong, united and 
kept by your Spirit. Release your Angels to minister 
to her as she walks through this trial.  
 
Romans 8:35-37  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [Shall] 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is written: “For 
Your sake we are killed all day long; We are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”  Yet in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us. 
 
Lastly, Father we pray for your WILL to be done and 
your KINGDOM come in the Earth. Come Lord and 
bring your Eternal Peace upon our World. 
 
Matthew 6:9-10  
"In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in 
heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done On earth as [it is] in 
heaven.  
 
Amen  

A personal reflection from the Eisteddfod 

 

 I was so impressed with the quality of 
performance at the Eisteddfod.   We were there for 
the final three hours and thoroughly enjoyed it.   But 
one choir item in particular took my attention and 
left me in tears.  The local choir “Of One Accord” 
sung these words written in 1969 by Ralph McTell: 

Have you seen the old girl who walks the streets of 
London 
Dirt in her hair and her clothes in rags? 
She's no time for talking she just keeps right on 
walking 
Carrying her home in two carrier bags. 
 
So, how can you tell me you're lonely 
And say for you that the sun don't shine? 
Let me take you by the hand 

And lead you through the streets of London 
Show you something to make you change your 
mind. 

 That was 52 years ago and I realized that 
nothing has changed - except perhaps that it is not 
just the streets of the capital where such people 
walk.   Even in rural Shropshire in 2022 there is the 
same need as then and there.   As our local churches 
look to start a foodbank for this area there will be 
some who deny the need for it;  they don’t want to 
admit that there is poverty so close at hand.   Let me 
take you by the hand and lead you through the 
streets of Minsterley and Pontesbury and the villages 
around.   I’ll show you something to make you 
change your mind. 

David Young 
Warehouse manager 

Runcorn & District Foodbank 
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BISHOPS CASTLE & RURAL  
Safer Neighbourhood Team  

(covers all our magazine area except Minsterley) 
 
Sgt 2382 Damien Kelly 
PC 3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 
 
Twitter: @SouthShropCops      
Email: bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  
Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch 

SHREWSBURY RURAL WEST 
 Safer Neighbourhood team 

(covers Minsterley) 
 

Sgt 2148 Ingrid TOZER  
PC 2579 Simon LEWIS   (07870 150850) 
PCSO 6795 Sarah EDWARDS (07870 150913) 
PCSO 6043 Jaqui BALDWIN (07870 511427) 
 
Twitter: @ShrewsburyCops   
Email:  shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Police contact numbers 
Emergency:  999 
Non Emergency: 101 
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 
Website:   www.westmercia.police.uk 
 
Report online: www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ 

 Answers  
CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE - CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONE 

15th February 2022 – 15th March 2022 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 
Harassment   Worthen Suspect arrested 

Assault   Worthen Linked to above 

Interference with a motor 
vehicle 

Offenders disturbed 
attempting to take a catalytic 
converter from Honda Jazz. 
Offenders made off in a van 
type vehicle in the direction 

of Marton. 

Stockton Occurred 22:50, 7th 
March. 

Of note - a further two 
Honda Jazz cars have 

been targeted for 
catalytic converters in 

Church Stretton over the 
last two weeks. 

Harassment   Chirbury   

Harassment   Brockton   
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Minsterley Methodist Church 

 
3rd April: Family Service led by members of the 
congregation. 
“The Big Story of God Part 7:  God Is With Us.”  
  
10th April: Palm Sunday United service at Holy Trinity. 
 
17th April: Service led by Mr Wes Morris 
 
24th April: Service led by Mrs Helen Salmon  
 

Sandra Lewis 
 
Church minister contact details: 

Rev James Eaton-Challinor 
revjamesec@outlook.com 
01743 260939 

Minsterley Eisteddfod 
 
 

 Following cancellation because of Covid in 
2020 and last year’s zoom eisteddfod, Saturday 
19th March dawned with bright blue skies and 
sunshine and the Parish Hall was the venue of a 
wonderful day of literature and music.  
Understandably it was on a smaller scale than 
usual but, nonetheless, it was wonderful to see the 
performers and to hear the helpful and 
constructive comments of the adjudicators. 
 
 The day began with the children from the 
tiniest little sisters aged 3 and 6 performing  the 
recitation The Scarecrow followed by talented 
instrumentalists, vocalists and the TACT choir. 
After lunch the competitions continued until the 
evening concluded with the Open Choirs 
Competition which this year was won by Of One 
Accord with Rockspring Community Choir a close 
second. 
 
 The weekend concluded with the Sunday 
evening celebrity concert given by JOHNS’ BOYS 
Male Chorus. This choir is from Rhosllanerchrugog 
near Wrexham and has won many prestigious 
competitions including Llangollen and the 
National Eisteddfod of Wales In 2019. 

 
 Next year’s eisteddfod will be a very special 
celebration as it will be the 60th anniversary. This 
will take place over the weekend of 20th - 21st  
March 2023 and we look forward to seeing you 
all. 

Marie Edwards 
 
 
 
 

 The Minsterley and District Eisteddfod 
Committee would like to thank all the competitors 
who entered the various classes at the event on 
Saturday, 19 March 2022. We congratulate the 
winners and hope that both entrants and visitors 
enjoyed the occasion and gained pleasure from 
the performances. We extend our heartfelt thanks 
to the many friends who help out in various ways 
during the Festival weekend as it would be 
impossible to stage the event without this support. 
  
 The Committee is already beginning 
preparations for next year’s celebratory event as 
2023 marks the Eisteddfod’s Diamond 
Anniversary ! 
  

Claire Penrose 
(General Secretary) 
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Community Good Neighbours,  Rea Valley 

07944 891953   

Get in touch with a local Good Neighbour for a friendly 
chat, small errands and support to stay active and       
connected within the community.   

 

Pontesbury Community and Care Co-ordinator 

01743 790325 or e-mail h.tazewell@nhs.net  

Helen Tazewell can give assistance to patients of all ages 
in need of help, support and advice by signposting to oth-
er useful services.   She works Monday and Wednesday 
locally. 

 

Healthy Shropshire    0345 678 9025  

Shropshire Council telephone line for information and 
advice on a healthy lifestyle, including smoking, alcohol, 
weight, exercise and other matters.  

   

Shrewsbury Food Hub  Shrewsburyfoodhub.org.uk  

Surplus food share tables across Shrewsbury.                 
See Facebook page for venue details. 

 

Shrewsbury Food Bank    07421 745857  

Food parcels, debt advice, returning to work, digital  

Inclusion, life skills.  Referral needed. 

   

Citizens Advice Shropshire     0344 499 1100  

Confidential advice and help to solve problems with debt, 
benefits,  housing,  legal matters & employment. 

Need help claiming Universal Credit?  Call their dedicated 
Help to Claim helpline,     0800 144 8444 

 

Keep Shropshire Warm      0800 112 3743  

Advice and grants for people struggling with heating and 
energy bills 

 

Shropshire Council Housing Support   0345 678 9005  

Support on all housing matters particularly rentals and 
homelessness.  

 

Shropshire Mental Health Support 01743 368647 

Mental health support.  

 

Shropshire Recovery Partnership   01743 294700 

Drugs and alcohol support 

 

Shropshire Rural Support    0300 123 2825 

Confiden al support during periods of anxiety and stress, and 
with problems rela ng to family and business.  See website 
shropshireruralsupport.org.uk. 

 

Samaritans     116 123  

Free 24/7 confidential support whatever you are going 
through.  r you're going through, call us free any time, 
from any phone 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Helpline  0300 303 1191  

Support for anyone suffering from domestic violence. 

 

West Mercia Women’s Aid   0800 783 1359  

24hr helpline for women and children suffering from do-
mestic violence.  

 

Shropshire Carer’s Support Service 01743 341995  

Wide range of support for unpaid carers.  

 

Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin  01743 233123  

Confidential advice for older people, their families 
and carers.  

Local organisations offering help and support 

 Here are some contact details you might find useful.   This page was updated in January 2022,  but if 
you find anything to be out of date,  incorrect or not relevant please let the editor know.  Likewise please 
share details of any other group which can offer support to local residents.  Thank you.  
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Chartered Surveyors, Land Agents &  

Architectural Services 
 

Sales of Land & Small Holdings 
Farm & Business Dispersal Auc ons 

Planning consultants 
 Architectural services 
 Building regula ons 

 Structural and Environmental reports 
 Local needs and affordable housing 

 Agricultural buildings 
 Agricultural dwellings 

 Commercial and industrial buildings 
Planning Appeals 

 
Roger Parry & Partners 

Minsterley 
01743 791336 

 
Oswestry office:  01691 655334 

Welshpool office:  01938 554499 
 

www.rogerparry.net 

 
Residen al Sales & Residen al Le ngs 

 
SELLING OR LETTING YOUR HOUSE? 

Telephone for a FREE Valua on 
 

 
 

Shrewsbury 
01743 343343 

 
Oswestry 

01892 655334 
 

Welshpool 
01938 554499 

 
www.parrylowarch.co.uk 

 

STRENGTH &  

STABILITY CLASS 

FOR AGES 60+ 
 

 

Tuesdays 9.30am—10.30am 

at Minsterley Parish Hall 

    

Thursdays 10.00am—11.00am 

at The Pavilion Community Hub, 

Pontesbury 
 

Booking is essential. 
    

Contact Dan Lewis on 07904 338 791 

or  

danlewisfitness@btinternet.com 
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Advertising in  

The Minsterley Parish Magazine 
 

 The advertising section of the Minsterley Parish Magazine is being 
updated,  and all our advertisers have been contacted about their        
requirements.   Please do support them where possible - and if you run a 
local business or would like to advertise something in these pages,  please   
contact me on 01743 791508 or via e-mail: HTMadverts@hotmail.com. 

  

 The monthly rates are currently: 

Full page.               £10.00 
Half page.                £5.00 
Quarter page.          £2.50 
Eighth page.             £1.25 

Colin Edwards 

MINSTERLEY  
PARISH HALL 

Available for hire 

EXCELLENT FACILITIES 
 

FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK, CONTACT 

Andrew Morris 
TELEPHONE: 07495 715469 or  

email: minsterleyparishhall@gmail.com 

Footcare in your home. 

Robert Bland S.A.C. Dip. R.F.H.P 

Tel: 07368230473 

Email:- bobbland04@yahoo.co.uk 

The Flower Shop,  Minsterley 

 
3 Sta on Road,  Minsterley 

01743 791860 
 

ForÊallÊyourÊfloralÊrequirements, 
 freshÊeggsÊandÊaÊsmallÊselec onÊofÊgroceries. 

WeÊareÊopenÊasÊfollow 
TuesdayÊ–ÊFriday:Ê9.00amÊ–Ê4.00pm 

Saturday:ÊÊ9.00amÊ–Ê12Ênoon 
 

WeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊyou. 

BCE Davies - General Builder 

ExtensionsÊ–ÊAltera ons 

PlasteringÊ–ÊBrickwork 

StoneworkÊ–ÊBuildingÊMaintenance 
 

Tel: 01743 791784  
Mobile: 07713 906263 or 07946 571726 

 

42ÊLinleyÊAvenue,ÊPontesbury,ÊSY5Ê0TL 

Email:Êbcedavies@b nternet.com 

Website:Êwww.ÊBcedavies.co.uk 
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THE LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

SMITHS BUTCHERS MINSTERLEY 

HOLLY HOUSE, MINSTERLEY,  SY5 0BA 
 

01743 791863  

minsterley.butchers@facebook.com 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS WHICH CAN 
BE DELIVERED FREE OF CHARGE. 

 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
ON FACEBOOK OR ON MY ADVERTISING 

BOARD OUTSIDE THE SHOP 
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GRS 
CLEANING 
SERVICES 

WINDOWS         CONSERVATORIES      GUTTER CLEANING 
PATIOS / DRIVE WAYS   CARAVAN / MOTORHOMES 

SOLAR PANELS                 CARPET CLEANING 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Home 01743 791829;   Mobile 07947114843 
LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

 
 

 Hair by Jen  

AtÊ3ÊSta onÊRoad,ÊMinsterley 

FriendlyÊServiceÊincludingÊFoils,ÊTints,Ê
Perms,ÊBlow-dry,ÊShampooÊandÊSets,ÊTrimsÊetc. 

OpeningÊhours:ÊTuesdayÊ9am-3pm 
  

WednesdayÊ9am-4pmÊThursdayÊ9am-9pm Ê- ÊLateÊNight! 

FridayÊ9am-5pm 

BarberÊServiceÊTuesdaysÊ2pm-8pmÊWalkÊin….. 
AppointmentsÊadvisable:ÊcallÊ01743Ê792Ê548ÊorÊdropÊin. 

PleaseÊwearÊaÊfaceÊmaskÊforÊappointments 

PLEASEÊCHECKÊCOVIDÊOPENINGÊTIMES  
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S.P. GARDENING SERVICES 

 

For all your gardening needs we offer a full service 
and we are Environment Agency Registered 

          
 

Hedges     Shrubs     Weeding 

 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing    Lawn Treatment    Turfing 

o            

For a free quota on please contact Steve 01743791716  or 07868 701704 

spgardenservices@outlook.com.  Local family business in Minsterley 
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For up to date information about our churches, 

past copies of the magazine  

and everything else you need to know  

please visit our website: 

http://stiperstoneschurches.org.uk 

 


