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Rector  Rev Greg Smith  
The Deanery, Pontesbury.  
07902 794653   
rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
 
Asst. Minister Rev Pam Bickley 
High Ridge, Snailbeach  
07887 531174   
  
Church Wardens   
Arthur Matthews  01743 383116 
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 

Treasurer   
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Assistant wardens 
Judith Matthews  01743 383116 
Michael Kirk   01743 791238   
 
Secretary and Organist   
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Trinity Tots (under 5s group) 
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 
Judith Matthews  01743 383116 

 

Services and events in church - February  

Sunday 6th 10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 13th 10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 20th 10.30am Morning Praise   

Sunday 27th 10.30am Holy Communion 

 

 

 Weekly events 
Mondays  3.30pm - 5.00pm   Drop-In Youth café (see page 8) 

Wednesdays 10.00am - 12noon   Café open (see page 5) 

Thursdays   10.00am - 11.30am  Trinity Tots (see page 13) 

The Minsterley Parish Magazine is published by Holy Trinity Church. 

 

Editor:  David Young  e-mail:  MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com. 

Adverts:  Colin Edwards e-mail:   HTMadverts@hotmail.com.    Tel:  01743 791508  
      

 Copy date is the 20th of the preceding month. 
 

 

 If you would like contribute to the magazine,  make any comments or suggestions please get 
in touch with us.  Thank you. 

Holy Trinity Church,  Minsterley 
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St Luke’s Church Snailbeach 
Treasurer  Cheryl Bromhead 

 
St Luke’s is a “Festival Church”.  Services are held on six festival days:   
Christmas,  Easter,  St Luke’s day,  Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival  
and Remembrance Sunday.  

St Mary’s Church Habberley 
Church Wardens  Pauline Stopford,  The Kennels,  Habberley (01743 790784) 

     Pearl Hannigan,  9 Yarlington Orchard, Pontesbury  (01743 790495)  

Treasurer    Robert Currie 

 
 
Evensong   5.00pm  Sunday 13th February  
 
Holy Communion 10.30am Sunday 27th February  

All Saints’ Church Shelve 
Church Wardens  Gill Wyke,  Barn Owl Cottage, Shelve (01743 627388) 

    Wynford Wyke (07970 955714) 

Treasurer   Roma Lewis 

Secretary   Sara Young 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 20th February 

 

Holy Trinity Church Hope 
Church Warden  Geoff Edwards, Greenfields Farm, Hemford (01743 891257) 

Secretary   Yetta Littlehales  (01743 891347)   

Treasurer   Joyce Graves 

 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 30th January (not the usual day) 

Holy Communion 9.00am  Sunday 20th February  

Our partner churches in the Stiperstones Group  — 
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Leading thought 

Dear Friends 

I recently visited the Alexandra Theatre in 
Birmingham to watch “Bat out of Hell”,  voted best 
musical in the 2017 Evening Standard Awards.  Yes 
it’s true,  I was reliving my youth.  The original 
album came out in 1977 when I was a teenager with 
long hair and a problem with authority.  Loud rock 
music was my staple diet and therefore the show 
brought back many happy memories.  Given the 
nature of some of the lyrics (“if I’ve gotta be 
damned, I’d rather be damned with you”) it’s 
possible that I was the only Vicar in the audience,  
but that didn’t stop me doing some theological 
reflection while I was clapping along. 

(SPOILER ALERT if you’re planning to catch 
the show at some later point on its nationwide 
tour).   The hero of the show, Strat, (short for 
Stratocaster I think) is thought to be killed at the end 
of Act One but unsurprisingly returns in Act Two,  
having been hiding while he recovered from his 
wounds to the joy of the heroine of the story, 
Raven.   I found myself reflecting on how this is such 
a common trope used in fiction.  One of the most 
famous examples was Sherlock Holmes who plunged 
off a bridge to his death,  only for Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle to receive so many requests for his return in 
his postbag that he fulfilled those wonderful words 
of Mark Twain – “reports of my death have been 
much exaggerated” – and revived him.  Similarly one 
of Dallas’s most popular characters,  Bobby Ewing, 
died but returned to our screens a year later to 
advise us that his death had only been a dream. 
Most long running shows use this device at some 
point,  playing with the audience’s emotions (not the 
dream,  but he didn’t really die motif). 

 

 

My favourite example is that of Gandalf in 
Lord of the Rings,  who also seemingly plunges to his 
death off a bridge only to return to the action later.  
In this instance it was always part of Tolkien’s plan 
to reintroduce Gandalf into the story.  I doubt if it is 
coincidence that Tolkien was a committed Christian,  
familiar with another account of a man (not a 
wizard) unexpectedly returning from the dead.  
There is a difference however in the Christian 
account.  In all these fictional encounters with death 
it transpires that the victim doesn’t really die and 
that’s how he or she manages to return to life.  In 
the Bible the writers go to great lengths to underline 
the fact that Jesus really died.  The centurion places a 
spear in his side to check.  Pilate is surprised to find 
that Jesus has already died (crucifixion takes a long 
time) and double checks with the centurion;  and on 
his return from death Jesus shows his nail-pierced 
hands and wounded side to his disciples and then to 
Thomas. 

Moreover the other Bible writers, St Paul 
chief among them,  reiterate time and again that 
Christ died.  This is strange when you reflect for a 
moment how common an experience death is!  We 
all die so why is Jesus’ death so noteworthy?  Well 
there are a range of important answers to that 
question, and Easter will arrive before we have time 
to explore them.  The point I am making here is that 
Jesus’ death is important because it isn’t the end of 
his life.  He died and yet there is more.  This is the 
promise that he holds out to each one of us.  We 
don’t need to avoid death,  only trust that it is not 
the end of life. 

Every blessing 

Greg 

I’ve seen better days but I’ve also seen worse 

I don’t have everything that I want but I do have all I need 

I woke up with some aches and pains but I woke up 

My life may not be perfect but I’m blessed. 

from the magazine of St Bride’s church, 
Lochranza,   Isle of Arran 

Stop Press:   Greg has asked me to add that this 
article was written prior to the announcement of 
Meat Loaf’s death this week. 

Editor 



5 

St. Mary’s Church, Habberley 

 

 The Family Carol service on Christmas Eve 
held in St. Mary’s church Habberley was taken by 
Rev Pam Bickley,  and the collection of £104.00 
was sent to The Children's Society as it has been 
for many years. The Children's Society are very 
supportive on many subjects regarding young 
people for the signing of petitions which they 
encourage the Government to implement......and 
some have been successful !! 
  
 
  

  
 
 The funeral of Dorothy Hulton-Harrop took 
place at St. Mary’s church Habberley on Thursday 
23rd December.   Dorothy had been long 
associated with the area and was a Habberley 
resident for many years. 

  

 

  

 Pauline & Pearl (churchwardens)  

 

Holy Trinity Church Hope 

 

 Please note that there is a different service 
pattern this month - see page three for details.   
Do please join us. 
 

 
Mr Roy Griffiths 

 We were very sad to hear of the passing 
of Roy recently.   He had lived in the area his 
whole life and contributed to many Village 
events.   Our condolences to his family. 

  

 Finally. Keep safe and look after each 
other. 

Yetta Littlehales 

  
 A man called at his local florist shop to buy flowers 
for his new girlfriend on Valentine’s Day.  He asked the 
proprietor,  “You know the expression, ‘ Say it with 
flowers’?” 
 “I do indeed!” the florist enthused. “How about 
three dozen of my finest roses?” 
 The man hesitated. “No, make it just a half dozen 
roses. I’m a man of few words.” 
  

 

 Here’s to love, the only fire for which there is no 
insurance. 

 Love may not make the world spin around, but it 
certainly makes a lot of people dizzy. 

 A Sunday School teacher asked her children: “Can 
anyone tell me what you must do before you can obtain 
forgiveness of sin?” 
 There was a short pause and then, from the back of 
the room, a small boy ventured: “Sin?” 
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 In Matthew 22 v.34 – 40 the Disciples ask what is 
the Greatest Commandment.  Jesus answers by not just 
telling them the greatest, but He also gives them the     
second as well. When you break them down they are   
really short and to the point.  They are, love God and love 
each other. 

 As I am writing this,  my mind has been very    
firmly focussed on finding a Lent course to do on Zoom 
for those not wanting or feeling able to join in face-to-
face. In my head I am thinking we are nearly at Easter. 
But, my head is screaming we have only just celebrated 
Christmas, surely not Easter already.  But there you go, 
we are now thinking Lent courses!   As my mind settles, 
it reassures me (at the time of writing) that we have over 
five weeks before Ash Wednesday and I think that this is 
a good amount of time to focus on something else.  I am 
now getting into schools,  mentoring,  doing clubs, 
Church,  play groups, Messy Church and many other 
things.  All of a sudden my head is busy again so I stop 
and think what can I focus on in February that feels good 
to me and makes others feel good as well.  As I ponder, 
Valentine’s Day pops into my mind and I think yes, Val-
entine’s Day is about loving each other, spending time 
with each other and if you are lucky, a present and a nice 
meal out together.  Showing our little bit of the world we 
are in love. 

 It seems to me that we could look at Valentine’s 
Day and draw a comparison to being a Christian in a   
relationship with God.  We are in a loving relationship 
with the Father,  Son and Holy Spirit.  We are spending 
time with them in prayer,  reading the Bible and doing 
good deeds and acts of kindness for others.  We are  
hopefully trying to be the best that we can be.  

 We know that this relationship is a FREE gift that 
comes with the promise of eternal life with God by grace 
through Jesus Christ.  We also receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and we get to show our little bit of the world that 
we love Him and each other by how we are living our 
lives in front of them.  I have never thought of            
Valentine’s Day as a Holy Day before but it is probably a 
fantastic opportunity to show everyone in our little part of 
this world how much we love God and each other. 

 Have a lovely and Holy,  God-filled,  Valentine’s 
Day that will be a witness to all those around you of 
God’s love in and through you. 

Every Blessing, 
 

Mark Hackney 
 Deanery Intergenerational Missioner 

 

 

Lent Course on Zoom 
 

 We are going to run an online Zoom Deanery Lent 
Course on Tuesday nights - dates to be confirmed.  This 
will run as an opportunity for those who are still not able 
to, or feel uneasy about,  meeting up in person to do a 
Lent course.  Please let your clergy know if you are     
joining us so they know you are accessing something this 
Lent. 

 If you would like to join or want more information 
please email mark.hackney@hereford.anglican.org or 
call Mark on 07593 8176834. 

 

-=-=-=-=-=-=- 

 
 
 

Bingo, Bangers  
& BYO Beer 

  

7pm Saturday 12th February 

St George’s church, Pontesbury 

   
Enjoy some fun,  

super special hot, hot, hot, hotdogs,  

bring something from your special reserve to drink. 

 

             Tickets £5 to include food from  

             Mary Worrall  (tel 01743 791069) 

             Bingo cards £1 each. 

Come and enjoy some fun in a safe environment.  

Deanery of Pontesbury 
 

Rural dean:  Rev. Bill Rowell 

01938 552064      email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Deanery News editor:  Alison Bebb,  Keepers Cottage,  Cruckmeole,  Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 
01743 860158  email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 
Items for inclusion to be submitted by 10th of previous month please 
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World News . . . . 
 

. . . .or “some of the items you are not likely to see on the TV news” 

News items reproduced with permission from the Barnabas Fund.   For more information go to barnabasfund.org. 

Chinese government imposes clampdown 
on online religious activities 

17th  January  

 The Chinese government has introduced new 
measures to restrict online religious activities.   On 20th 
December the State Administration of Religious Affairs,  
along with the Ministries of Industry and Information 
Technology,  Public Security and State Security, 
announced restrictions to take effect from 1st March. 

 It will no longer be possible to conduct religious 
activities online without government authorisation.   
Organisations wishing to provide religious information 
online must apply to their local Department of Religious 
Affairs office.  Sermons, worship services and training 
activities run by religious groups may be broadcast online 
only after obtaining a licence. 

 Restrictions are also imposed on content aimed at 
young people.  Online communications must not “induce 
minors to become religious, organise them or force them 
to participate in religious activities”. 

 The measures decree that foreign organisations are 
not allowed to operate online religious information 
services within Chinese territory.   The government’s aim 
appears to be to further “Sinicise” – that is, make Chinese 
– religion. 

 The clampdown comes amid increasingly restricted 
access to both digital and printed Bibles in China.   In 
October 2021 a Christian software company, Olive Tree 
Bible Software was forced to remove its Bible app from 
the Apple App Store in China after failing to gain the 
necessary authorisation from the government. 

 Last summer  several Christian accounts were 
removed from WeChat – China’s main social media 
platform – while Christian search terms such as “Christ”, 
“Bible” and “Gospel” were also blocked. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Xi Jinping and other CCP leaders vote to intensify control of online religious 
content at the National Conference on Religion in December 2021.                                             
      [Image credit: Weibo] 

Girl, 7, among three killed as Myanmar 
military bombs IDP camp 

18th January  

A 7-year-old girl, her 18-year-old sister and a 
man in his 50s were killed during the aerial bombing of a 
camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs) by 
Myanmar military forces on 17th January.   An eyewitness 
stated that at least two helicopter gunships dropped four 
bombs on the camp in Hpruso Township in Kayah State, 
a region with a large Christian population.   He added that 
no fighting was taking place in the area between the 
Tatmadaw (Myanmar military) and Karenni resistance 
forces at the time of the attack. 

 Christians across Myanmar have been forced from 
their homes after attacks by the Tatmadaw.  The three 
victims – and many others among the 600 sheltering in 
the IDP camp – had fled from Moso village, where the 
charred remains of at least 35 civilians shot by Tatmadaw 
troops were found on Christmas Day 2021. 

The state capital Loikaw has endured more than a 
week of military attacks both from air and ground forces, 
driving over half its residents to seek refuge in Shan State 
and in central Myanmar.   Speaking before he left the city 
on 17th January a resident said, “The fighter jets circle 
above the town all the time.”   The Tatmadaw has cut 
electricity and internet communication in the capital. 

In June 2021 the United Nations warned of “mass 
deaths from starvation, disease and exposure” in Kayah 
State after “brutal and indiscriminate attacks” against 
civilians by the military.   The Tadmadaw, which seized 
power in Buddhist-majority Myanmar in a coup on 1st 
February 2021, has for many years persecuted the 
Christian-majority Chin, Kachin and Karen ethnic groups 
as well as the Muslim-majority Rohingya. 

 

Egyptian Churches 

Egypt granted licences to 141 churches and 
church-affiliated buildings on 4th January – the largest 
number approved in a single sitting of the Cabinet 
committee overseeing the process for almost three years.    

This is the 22nd batch of approvals and brings 
the number of churches granted licences to 2,162 out of 
the 3,730 that applied for registration after a new Law for 
Building and Restoring Churches swept away Ottoman-
era restrictions on church buildings in 2016. 
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Mondays after school  

3.30 – 5pm 

in Holy Trinity Church 

Come and hang out with your friends,   listen to music. 

FREE  REFRESHMENTS 

Sponsored by GRS Cleaning Services 
 

 This Monday Club is becoming very popular with up to twenty young people attending each week. 

 If you have an hour to spare, we are looking for more volunteers to supervise this event. They are a 
super group of young people who are really enjoying being together and sharing friendships. 

 We are also looking for more funding (they do eat a lot of biscuits!).  Pizza is being provided by GRS 
Cleaning Services (see their advert on page 22!) for which we are very grateful.  If anyone would like to 
make a   donation towards the running of this club please speak to the treasurer of Holy Trinity. 

 For more information please speak to Greg. 

 

 

Ichthus 
 

 

 

 Our Church Bible Study Group has started again and we are so glad to be able to meet again 
after so long trying to keep going on ‘distance learning’! 

 If you’ve never had the opportunity to find out what the Bible is saying to us now or you 
have questions to ask – and who doesn’t! – you would be most welcome to join us. 

 We meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 2.30pm very informally in      
people’s houses.  We discuss a passage from the Bible, pray about things that concern us and  
enjoy a cup of tea and a biscuit. 

 If you would like to know more please contact Liz Jackson on 07774 641072.  It would be 
good to hear from you. 
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Minsterley Methodist Church 

Services for February: 
 
Family Service 10.00am Sunday 6th    
We will be continuing with the Big Story of God 
and have reached Part 5.  So far we have heard - 
Part 1 - how God created the heavens and the 
earth;   
Part 2 - how we are all made in the image of God;  
Part 3 - how sin entered the world; 
Part 4 - all about Abraham - a man of faith. 
In Part 5 we will be hearing about how God sets his 
people free through Moses. 

 
Holy Communion 10.00am Sunday 13th  
Service lead by our Superintendent Rev Richard 
Hall.  
 
10.00am Sunday 20th   Local Arrangement 
 
Rea Valley Methodist Cluster Service 
11.00am  Sunday 27th,  held at Worthen Methodist 
Church 
 

Sandra Lewis 

Why Jesus?  

- a personal recommendation 

 

 I was idly browsing through articles on the 
computer when I came across a wonderful read 
called Y-Jesus (www.y-jesus.com).   It looks at the 
character of Jesus,  the resurrection,  and opinions of 
Jesus by famous people.   It helps us to see Jesus in 
the political and religious background of the time. 

 But try reading it for yourself!   For committed 
Christians it gives encouragement;  for anyone 
seeking the faith,  great evidence backed up by 
history.   It greatly encouraged me. 

Margaret Wainwright 

 

Free Energy Saving Advice 
with local charity Community Resource 

 
 Energy price hikes and a rise in the energy price cap 
mean that households are more at risk of not being able 
to heat their homes this winter.   As part of the ‘Big 
Energy Saving Network’, energy champion Nickie Long is 
offering free and impartial advice via a pre-booked 
telephone or Zoom call to anyone who is looking to save 
money on their energy bills or who is generally struggling 
to heat their home. 

Nickie can help with hints and tips on how to save energy 
in your home, and where you can access support you may 
be entitled to, such as the Warm Home Discount scheme, 
Priority Services Register. 

  

 

 If you are interested in booking a free advice 
session with Nickie please fill out the form on our 
website: www.community-resource.org.uk;  the link to 
energy saving advice is on the home page.  She will then 
be in touch to arrange a convenient time.  
  
 You will also receive a free energy pack with 
information toolkit to help keep your home warm this 
winter. 

 Nickie Long 
Care and Share Project Officer/Oil Buying Club Officer  

Community Resource 
 

Tel:  01743 342167  
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 The Trading Post re-opens on Saturday 5th  
February.  Seed potatoes, pea, bean and beetroot seeds 
will be available, as well as plenty of all the other 
materials that you will need to get sowing and growing.   
Our bulk delivery of multi-purpose potting compost 
should have arrived and the usual offer of a reduced price 
for three bags will be in place;  this offer doesn’t apply to 
peat-free compost due to the difficulty in obtaining 
sufficient supplies. As usual there will be people on hand 
to help carry the heavy stuff to your car. 

 The Trading Post is situated in the Old Station 
Buildings on Station Road and is open every Saturday 
from 9.30am  to 12 noon, from now until the end of 
October. 

 Some dates for your diary - all events are held in 
the Public Hall: 

Annual General Meeting  7.30pm Tuesday 1st March 

Spring into the Garden 7.30 pm Thursday 12th May. 

Annual Show 2.30 pm Saturday 27th August.  

 

 A reminder that subscriptions for 2022 are now 
due:    £2, or £1 if you are retired. 

 

Rob Dixon  

Pontesbury Gardeners’ Association 

New wheelie bins for recycling  

 

 All householders in the Shropshire Council area 
can now request an additional wheelie bin for recycling 
cans, glass and plastic after Shropshire Council approved 
an investment of almost £3m.  The bin - which is 
optional and free for householders - can be requested 
online. 

 The first bins are set to be delivered from May this 
year, starting in the south Shropshire area before being 
rolled out across the county.  [Editor’s note:  why are 
they rolling bins across the county?] 

 The bin will replace the existing black recycling 
boxes, and help to increase the amount of waste recycled 

by providing households with a larger container.   It will 
also reduce the amount of waste lost to the recycling 
process after being blown out of the boxes on windy 
days, 

 Some households may not want a bin due to 
housing layout or the lack of storage space.  These 
residents can continue to use their existing waste 
containers, as will those residents who simply prefer to 
use boxes.   People will also be able to use their new bin 
as well as their recycling boxes. 

 Those who no longer need their recycling boxes 
are encouraged to retain and reuse them for different 
purposes – or take them to a recycling centre to be 
recycled. 

 See www.shropshire.gov.uk/waste for more 
information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 11th February, 11am - 12.15pm. 
Coffee Morning at the Plough Inn, Pontesbury 
  
Friday 18th February,  10am - 12pm  
Coffee Morning in Minsterley Parish Hall 
 
Friday 18th February,  6.30pm for 7.00pm start 
Bingo in Pontesbury Public Hall  
  
Friday 11th March,  11am - 12.15pm  
Coffee Morning at the Plough Inn, Pontesbury 
 
Friday 25th March 1.00pm onwards 
Afternoon Tea (see opposite) 
  
Friday 25th March 10am - 12pm 
Coffee Morning in Minsterley Parish Hall 

 
All are welcome to come along to our events; for all 
upcoming dates please view our Facebook page for 
updates.  
 
Afternoon Tea 
 Following on from a successful and enjoyed visit 
to Shrewsbury Golf Club at Christmas we are going back 
for Afternoon Tea on Friday 25th March.    If you would 
like to come along and sample Jane Wilde’s lovely food, 
please give Carol a ring on 07815 910 231 or Sharon on 
07940 988 951. 
 
 The cost is £15.00 per person which includes a 
coach from one of the pick-up locations detailed below. 
Crown & Sceptre 12:00pm 
Co-Op Minsterley 12:05pm 
Bottom Hall Bank Pontesbury 12:10pm 
Top Hall Bank Pontesbury 12:15pm 
 
We aim to arrive at 1:00pm and return 2:30pm  
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Puzzle Page (but you had already worked that one out) 

Wordsearch  
 February is the month of romance.  Millions 
of Valentine cards will be sent in the next week or 
two, as we celebrate our romantic love for that 
special person in our lives. But there are other kinds 
of love to celebrate, and on Candlemas we 
remember Mary and Joseph taking their baby son 
to the temple to present Him to God. Jesus’ whole 
life was a loving present to us from God.  Through 
His death for us on the cross, and His resurrection, 
His love can now transform anyone’s life. Romance 
can die, but God’s love for us is always there. But it 
won’t do us much good – unless we accept it! 

FIND TWENTY WORDS in the square relating to 
Valentine’s Day.   The answers may or may not be 
in the story above! 

The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was 
mourned around the world. Here are five of his more 
famous quotes, which show why he was so especially 
honoured for his justice and reconciliation work in South 
Africa. 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little 
bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.” 

“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have 
chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has its 
foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are 
neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.” 

“Don’t raise your voice, improve your argument. Good 
sense does not always lie with the loudest shouters, nor 
can we say that a large, unruly crowd is always the best 
arbiter of what is right.” 

“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering – 
remembering and not using your right to hit back. It’s a 
second chance for a new beginning. And the 
remembering part is particularly important. Especially if 
you don’t want to repeat what happened.” 

“Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. 
We are different precisely in order to realise our need of 
one another.” 
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MINSTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Some notes from January meeting. 

 
 The Parish are to try again to arrange a site 
visit with Highways regarding linking the footpaths 
together to the new development at Little         
Minsterley.  

 Shields are being made to be installed on the 
solar lights, between Minsterley and Pontesbury to 
help reduce the effect of vehicles activating them as 
they pass by.  

 Offers of help to organise parish celebrations 
to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee are still      
required, if we are to hold any in Minsterley.     
Please contact Susan Lockwood on                               
susanlockwood345@btinternet.com. 

 Requests continue to be sent to the Co-Op 
regarding their future plans on upgrading the store 
and fuel station.  The Parish would very much    
welcome a new pedestrian crossing on the A488 by 
the store and also the provision of a public outdoor 
toilet.  

 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be 
held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 8th February in         
Minsterley Parish Hall.  

 
Geoff Rogers 

Chairman,  Minsterley Parish Council 
www.minsterley.org.uk 

 

Contact the Parish Council Clerk at 
clerk@minsterley.org.uk   

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations . . . 
 

a (repeat) request from the Parish Council. 
 
 If anyone or any parish organisation would 
like to consider helping to plan the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Celebrations in Minsterley,  please could you 
contact me (susanlockwood345@btinternet.com). 
 
 Thank you. 

Susan Lockwood 
Tel: 01743 791082 

 
Pontesbury and Rea Valley u3a 

 
 
 
 Come join us on 16th February via Zoom for a 
memorable presentation by Ric Morris on an      
illustrated talk ‘Landscapes from the air’ - Hot Air 
balloons over Shropshire.  

 

  

 Please contact Susan Lockwood – 
susanlockwood345@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01743 791082 
Mobile: 07854 110271 
 

 
40 years of positive ageing 

  
 The u3a movement has been learning, staying   
active and having fun for 40 years - showcasing what it 
means to have a positive later life.  Join us and find out 
what events are happening near you. 
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Trinity Tots meet from 10.00-11.30am every Thursday  

in Holy Trinity Church during term time. 

Toys, stories, songs and refreshments. 

Come and join us and make new friends. 

 

Sponsored by Smiths of Minsterley- THANK YOU 

Contact: Judith 01743 383116 or Barbara 01743 600476 

Trinity Tots   (under 5s group) 

“(Jesus) is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine according to his power that is at 
work within us” (Ephesians3 v20) 

Women of this church and of the wider 
community are invited to come and enjoy a day of 
growth, teaching and shared experience reminding us 
that we are daughters of God.  

We are Women Of Worth.  God is going to 
do more in us and through us so that we can better 
engage with and serve our communities and deepen 
our own spiritual experiences. 

The day will be led by Maureen Ross.  
Maureen has worked for many years with hurting 
families and women who have lost their identities and 
have no sense of self-worth.  She is a gift to this 
community and I would encourage you to come and 
listen to her.  I have known her personally for many 
years.  You will leave with a reminder of how 
precious you are.  Please start praying for this event 
and think about who you might invite. 

 Tea and coffee will be provided;  please bring 
your lunch.  Tickets are limited and cost £15.  Please 
contact me at ruth.wadsworth1@gmail.com or by 
phone on 07796 693870 for further information or 
to buy tickets. 

Ruth Wadsworth 

IMAGINE...  

10am – 3pm,  Saturday 12th March  
in Holy Trinity church Minsterley 

 
 A minister was preparing to marry a 
local couple within a couple of weeks.  At 
the close of the morning service he saw 
them both in the congregation and wanted 
to ask them to come forward,  but he 
couldn’t think of their names. So he said: 
“Will those wanting to get married please 
come to the front?” 
 Immediately nine single ladies, six 
single men, three widows and four 
widowers walked up the aisle. 
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BISHOPS CASTLE & RURAL  
Safer Neighbourhood Team  

(covers all our magazine area except Minsterley) 
 
Sgt 2382 Damien Kelly 
PC 3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 
 
 
Twitter: @SouthShropCops      
Email: bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  
Facebook: Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch 

SHREWSBURY RURAL WEST 
 Safer Neighbourhood team 

(covers Minsterley) 
 

Sgt 2148 Ingrid TOZER  

PC 2579 Simon LEWIS   (07870 150850) 
PCSO 6795 Sarah EDWARDS (07870 150913) 
PCSO 6043 Jaqui BALDWIN (07870 511427) 
 
Twitter: @ShrewsburyCops   
Email:  shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Police contact numbers 
Emergency:  999 
Non Emergency: 101 
Crime stoppers: 0800 555 111 
Website:   www.westmercia.police.uk 
 
Report online: www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ 

 
 

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE - CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONE 

16th December – 15th January 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 

Criminal damage Related to a neighbour dispute Meadowtown   
Burglary Green Suzuki King Quad 500 

and power tools stolen from 
farm outbuildings 

Marton Believed to have occurred late 
evening 30th December 

The  of vehicle A dark blue Land Rover 90 
registra on SL59ZVS was 
stolen without keys from 
outside of vic ms property 

Snailbeach (offence 
loca on just falls on 
Shrewsbury district but is 
right on the South 
Shropshire border) 

Occurred overnight 7th -8th 
January. A Land Rover 90 was 
also stolen from Ford on the 
same night. 

Burglary Unoccupied property broken 
into via downstairs kitchen 
window. Box of an ques, 
model ships and vintage oil 
cans stolen 

Worthen Property has been unoccupied 
for a long period and currently 
going through auc on. 
Believed to have occurred 
between 22nd – 23rd 
December 

 We recently had dwelling burglary occur near 
Lydbury North where offenders broke into a property 
via a kitchen window and made an untidy search during 
the afternoon.  These offences have thankfully become a 
rare occurrence and it is hoped this is a one off,  however 
it’s always vital to leave your home secure when you 
leave it.  

 Here’s what we recommend you do before you go 
out: 

· close and lock all your doors and windows, even if 
you’re only going out for a few minutes 

· double-lock any door 
· make sure that any valuables are out of sight 
· keep handbags away from the letterbox or cat flap 

and hide all keys including car keys, as a thief 
could hook keys or valuables through even a small 
opening 

· never leave car documents or ID in obvious places 
such as kitchens or hallways 

· in the evening, shut the curtains and leave lights on 
· set your burglar alarm 
· make sure the side gate is locked 
· if you’re out all day, then it’s advisable to use a 

timer device to automatically turn lights on 
· Give the impression someone is at home, leave a 

radio on or where possible a TV that can be 
viewed through a window 

· If you have a second vehicle that maybe housed in 
a garage, consider leaving it outside your property 
or drive when away for longer periods 
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 Answers !!      

Minsterley Eisteddfod 
 

Minsterley Eisteddfod is delighted to announce 
that they are planning a fantastic, full and live event for 
19th - 20th March 2022.  Our schedules are now 
available and full details of all the classes and how to 
enter are on our website: 
www.minsterleyeisteddfod.com. 
  

We have a wide array of vocal, spoken and 
instrumental classes,  all of which cater for every age 
group.  Our classes are diverse in their genres and styles 
meaning there is something to satisfy everyone’s tastes 
and talents.  Some classes test competitors with set 
songs like ‘The Scarecrow’,  ‘Seagull’ and ‘The Owls’ or 
set texts such as ‘Soggy Greens’,  ‘My sister’s Eating 
Porridge’ and ‘The Cats Protection League’,  whereas 
other classes are open choice allowing competitors to 
select their own material.  This free choice is particularly 
helpful to instrumentalists who are able to use the 
pieces they may already be practising for their music 
exams.  Our classes can also be entered in many 
capacities: solo,  small group or choir.  For vocal, 
spoken and instrumental classes, the closing date for 
entries is 14th February. 
  

We also offer a range of writing classes 
consisting of original short story – ‘The light at the end 
of the tunnel’, original poem – ‘Diamond’, original 
hymn words, original hymn tune, original musical 
composition all free choice and the limerick class which 
this year has been inspired by the late Sir Captain Tom’s 
catchphrase: ‘Tomorrow will be a good day’. There are 
also poetry classes for Key Stage 2 children at primary 
school and Key Stage 3 & 4 at secondary school.  The 
closing date for all written work is 7th February. 
  

Full details of how to obtain any set pieces and 
how to enter are on our website or you can contact us 
by email at minsterleyeisteddfod@gmail.com or you 
can find us on FaceBook. 
  

We will conclude our weekend with our 
traditional concert on Sunday 20th March. This year, it 
will feature the renowned John’s Boys Male Chorus 
who were crowned ‘Choir of the World’ at the 2019 
Llangollen International Eisteddfod as well as winners 
of the ‘Male Voice’ competition at the 2019 National 
Eisteddfod. The concert will also feature John’s Boys 
own resident soloists – a musical treat not to be 
missed.   
  

The health and safety of our competitors and 
supporters is of the utmost importance and therefore 
we are taking extra measures throughout the whole 
weekend to ensure that our event is in line with all 
Covid 19 guidelines.  As such, we will be limiting our 
concert capacity to 200 tickets,  priced at £15 each. 
Please contact our concert secretary on 01743 791908 
to secure tickets. 
  

Minsterley Eisteddfod provides a platform for 
performers from far and wide to come and share their 
talents whilst receiving constructive and encouraging 
guidance from professional adjudicators, and we love 
to organise at least two musical concerts a year 
celebrating all that is good and uplifting about the 
arts.  Having been unable to operate in our usual way 
for two long years we are very much looking forward 
to welcoming back old friends and hopefully lots of 
new ones as we strive ahead to help bring the arts back 
to Shropshire.  

 
Lesley Holder  
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Community Good Neighbours,  Rea Valley 

07944 891953   

Get in touch with a local Good Neighbour for a friendly 
chat, small errands and support to stay active and       
connected within the community.   

 

Pontesbury Community and Care Co-ordinator 

01743 790325 or e-mail h.tazewell@nhs.net  

Helen Tazewell can give assistance to patients of all ages 
in need of help, support and advice by signposting to oth-
er useful services.   She works Monday and Wednesday 
locally. 

 

Healthy Shropshire    0345 678 9025  

Shropshire Council telephone line for information and 
advice on a healthy lifestyle, including smoking, alcohol, 
weight, exercise and other matters.  

   

Shrewsbury Food Hub  Shrewsburyfoodhub.org.uk  

Surplus food share tables across Shrewsbury 

 

Shrewsbury Food Bank    01743 343336 

Food parcels, debt advice, returning to work, digital inclu-
sion, life skills.  Referral needed. 

   

Citizens Advice Shropshire     0344 499 1100  

Confidential advice and help to solve problems with debt, 
benefits,  housing,  legal matters & employment. 

Need help claiming Universal Credit?  Call their dedicated 
Help to Claim helpline,     0800 144 8444 

 

Keep Shropshire Warm      0800 112 3743  

Advice and grants for people struggling with heating and 
energy bills 

 

Shropshire Council Housing Support   0345 678 9005  

Support on all housing matters particularly rentals and 
homelessness.  

 

Shropshire Mental Health Support 01743 368647 

Mental health support.  

 

Shropshire Recovery Partnership   01743 294700 

Drugs and alcohol support 

 

Shropshire Rural Support    0300 123 2825 

Confiden al support during periods of anxiety and stress, and 
with problems rela ng to family and business.  See website 
shropshireruralsupport.org.uk. 

 

Samaritans     116 123  

Free 24/7 confidential support whatever you are going 
through.  r you're going through, call us free any time, 
from any phone 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Helpline  0300 303 1191  

Support for anyone suffering from domestic violence. 

 

West Mercia Women’s Aid   0800 783 1359  

24hr helpline for women and children suffering from do-
mestic violence.  

 

Shropshire Carer’s Support Service 01743 341995  

Wide range of support for unpaid carers.  

 

Age UK Shropshire Telford & Wrekin  01743 233123  

Confidential advice for older people, their families 
and carers.  

Local organisations offering help and support 

 Here are some contact details you might find useful.   This page was updated in January 2022,  but if 
you find anything to be out of date,  incorrect or not relevant please let the editor know.  Likewise please 
share details of any other group which can offer support to local residents.  Thank you.  
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Chartered Surveyors, Land Agents &  

Architectural Services 
 

Sales of Land & Small Holdings 
Farm & Business Dispersal Auc ons 

Planning consultants 
 Architectural services 
 Building regula ons 

 Structural and Environmental reports 
 Local needs and affordable housing 

 Agricultural buildings 
 Agricultural dwellings 

 Commercial and industrial buildings 
Planning Appeals 

 
Roger Parry & Partners 

Minsterley 
01743 791336 

 
Oswestry office:  01691 655334 

Welshpool office:  01938 554499 
 

www.rogerparry.net 

 
Residen al Sales & Residen al Le ngs 

 
SELLING OR LETTING YOUR HOUSE? 

Telephone for a FREE Valua on 
 

 
 

Shrewsbury 
01743 343343 

 
Oswestry 

01892 655334 
 

Welshpool 
01938 554499 

 
www.parrylowarch.co.uk 
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Advertising in  

The Minsterley Parish Magazine 
 

 The advertising section of the Minsterley Parish Magazine is being 
updated,  and all our advertisers have been contacted about their        
requirements.   Please do support them where possible - and if you run a 
local business or would like to advertise something in these pages,  please   
contact me on 01743 791508 or via e-mail: HTMadverts@hotmail.com. 

  

 The monthly rates are currently: 

Full page.               £10.00 
Half page.                £5.00 
Quarter page.          £2.50 
Eighth page.             £1.25 

Colin Edwards 

MINSTERLEY  
PARISH HALL 

Available for hire 

EXCELLENT FACILITIES 
 

FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK, CONTACT 

Andrew Morris 
TELEPHONE: 07495 715469 or  

email: minsterleyparishhall@gmail.com 

Footcare in your home. 

Robert Bland S.A.C. Dip. R.F.H.P 

Tel: 07368230473 

Email:- bobbland04@yahoo.co.uk 

The Flower Shop,  Minsterley 

 
3 Sta on Road,  Minsterley 

01743 791860 
 

ForÊallÊyourÊfloralÊrequirements, 
 freshÊeggsÊandÊaÊsmallÊselec onÊofÊgroceries. 

WeÊareÊopenÊasÊfollow 
TuesdayÊ–ÊFriday:Ê9.00amÊ–Ê4.00pm 

Saturday:ÊÊ9.00amÊ–Ê12Ênoon 
 

WeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊyou. 

BCE Davies - General Builder 

ExtensionsÊ–ÊAltera ons 

PlasteringÊ–ÊBrickwork 

StoneworkÊ–ÊBuildingÊMaintenance 
 

Tel: 01743 791784  
Mobile: 07713 906263 or 07946 571726 

 

42ÊLinleyÊAvenue,ÊPontesbury,ÊSY5Ê0TL 

Email:Êbcedavies@b nternet.com 

Website:Êwww.ÊBcedavies.co.uk 
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THE LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

SMITHS BUTCHERS MINSTERLEY 

HOLLY HOUSE, MINSTERLEY,  SY5 0BA 
 

01743 791863  

minsterley.butchers@facebook.com 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS WHICH CAN 
BE DELIVERED FREE OF CHARGE. 

 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
ON FACEBOOK OR ON MY ADVERTISING 

BOARD OUTSIDE THE SHOP 
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GRS 
CLEANING 
SERVICES 

WINDOWS         CONSERVATORIES      GUTTER CLEANING 
PATIOS / DRIVE WAYS   CARAVAN / MOTORHOMES 

SOLAR PANELS                 CARPET CLEANING 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Home 01743 791829;   Mobile 07947114843 
LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

 
 

 Hair by Jen  

AtÊ3ÊSta onÊRoad,ÊMinsterley 

FriendlyÊServiceÊincludingÊFoils,ÊTints,Ê
Perms,ÊBlow-dry,ÊShampooÊandÊSets,ÊTrimsÊetc. 

OpeningÊhours:ÊTuesdayÊ9am-3pm 
  

WednesdayÊ9am-4pmÊThursdayÊ9am-9pm Ê- ÊLateÊNight! 

FridayÊ9am-5pm 

BarberÊServiceÊTuesdaysÊ2pm-8pmÊWalkÊin….. 
AppointmentsÊadvisable:ÊcallÊ01743Ê792Ê548ÊorÊdropÊin. 

PleaseÊwearÊaÊfaceÊmaskÊforÊappointments 

PLEASEÊCHECKÊCOVIDÊOPENINGÊTIMES  
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S.P. GARDENING SERVICES 

 

For all your gardening needs we offer a full service 
and we are Environment Agency Registered 

          
 

Hedges     Shrubs     Weeding 

 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing    Lawn Treatment    Turfing 

o            

For a free quota on please contact Steve 01743791716  or 07868 701704 

spgardenservices@outlook.com.  Local family business in Minsterley 
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