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Rector  Rev Greg Smith  
The Deanery, Pontesbury.  
07902 794653   
rectorpontstip@gmail.com 
 
Asst. Minister Rev Pam Bickley 
High Ridge, Snailbeach  
07887 531174   
  
Church Wardens   
Arthur Matthews  01743 383116 
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 

Treasurer   
Bruce Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Assistant wardens 
Judith Matthews  01743 383116 
Michael Kirk   01743 791238   
 
Secretary and Organist   
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 
 
Trinity Tots (under 5s group) 
Barbara Norsworthy  01743 600476 
Judith Matthews  01743 383116 

Services and events in church - January  

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 9th 10.30am Holy Communion  

Sunday 16th 10.30am Joint Covenant Service with Minsterley Methodist Church   

Sunday 23rd 10.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th  10.30am Holy Communion 

 

 

 Weekly events 

Mondays  3.30pm - 5.00pm   Drop-In Youth café (see page 8) 

Wednesdays 10.00am - 12noon   Café open (see page 5) 

Thursdays   10.00am - 11.30am  Trinity Tots (see page 13) 

The Minsterley Parish Magazine is published by Holy Trinity Church. 

 

Editor:  David Young  e-mail:  MinsterleyParishMagazine@gmail.com. 

Adverts:  Colin Edwards e-mail:   HTMadverts@hotmail.com.    Tel:  01743 791508  
      

 Copy date is the 20th of the preceding month. 
 

 

 If you would like contribute to the magazine,  make any comments or suggestions please get 
in touch with us.  Thank you. 

Holy Trinity Church,  Minsterley 
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St Luke’s Church Snailbeach 
Treasurer  Cheryl Bromhead 

 
St Luke’s is a “Festival Church”.  Services are held on six festival days:   
Christmas,  Easter,  St Luke’s day,  Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival  
and Remembrance Sunday.  

St Mary’s Church Habberley 
Church Wardens  Pauline Stopford,  The Kennels,  Habberley (01743 790784) 

     Pearl Hannigan,  9 Yarlington Orchard, Pontesbury  (01743 790495)  

Treasurer    Robert Currie 

 
 
Evensong   5.00pm  Sunday 9th January (NOTE change of time)  
 
Holy Communion 10.30am Sunday 23rd January  

All Saints’ Church Shelve 
Church Wardens  Gill Wyke,  Barn Owl Cottage, Shelve (01743 627388) 

    Wynford Wyke (07970 955714) 

Treasurer   Roma Lewis 

Secretary   Sara Young 

 

Holy Communion 9.00am Sunday 2nd January 

Morning Prayer   9.00am  Sunday 16th January  

Holy Trinity Church Hope 
Church Warden  Geoff Edwards, Greenfields Farm, Hemford (01743 891257) 

Secretary   Yetta Littlehales  (01743 891347)   

Treasurer   Joyce Graves 

 

 

Morning Prayer    9.00am  Sunday 2nd January    

Holy Communion 9.00am  Sunday 16th January  

Morning Prayer  9.00am Sunday 30th January 

Our partner churches in the Stiperstones Group  — 
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Leading thought 
 

 
 As a teenager I belonged to a Christian 
youth organisation which had the motto 
‘Looking unto Jesus.’  That’s not a bad motto to 
have, whether for this new year or for life in 
general, and I commend it to you!  It is a line 
from the letter to the Hebrews,  which looks at 
Jesus from many angles ~ son of God, great 
high priest making atonement for us in person, 
crowned with glory and honour, fellow man 
understanding and sharing our kind of life. 

 

 I suspect that we are more used to thinking 
of Jesus in majestic terms, worthy of worship 
and gratitude for reconciling us with God.  I do 
not wish to detract from any of that, but the 
more I read the gospels the more I see another 
side to him, which should be attractive, but may 
seem embarrassing.  It attracted criticism.  It did 
not fit with the conventional image of the     
serious rabbi.  He could be the life and soul of a 
party, enjoying company of all sorts, and joining 
in the banter as well as leading it and teaching 
through it.  We too should appreciate him for 
that.  It’s not just that the gospels tell us that he 
was blamed as a ‘glutton and a drinker.’  Look 
closely and you’ll see some of his fun, mixed in 
with the serious stuff.  I hope it attracts you. 

 The best way to kill a joke is to explain it,  
I know, but bear with me, and I’ll drop a few 
hints.  He invited people to ‘take his yoke upon 
them.’  Po-faced commentators  tell us that   
Jewish rabbis spoke of the ‘yoke of the law,’ but 
what was Jesus’ ‘day job?’  He’d fitted a few 
yokes in his time, and invited his hearers to try 
his ‘law’ for size with a smile on his face.  The 
term ‘carpenter’ covered jobbing builder.  Am I 
reading too much into what he said about 
cleansing the temple (John 2 v19f) if I suggest 
that he was playing on that when he offered to 
run up a new kind of temple over the week-
end?  Serious stuff, with a twinkle in his eye. 

 

 His group of disciples were friends, known 
by their nick-names (how else to cope with two 
Simons, two Jameses  and two Judases?)  I   
wonder whether one of them was over-worried 
about going bald (or over-proud of a luxuriant 
head of hair)?  Either way, the assurance that 
God was big enough to count his hair would be 
both a joke and ~ dare I say?  ~ deep theology.  
And those parables?  We spoil them with that 
special label, don’t we?  Some are plain similes, 
but others are witty anecdotes that work at   
several levels:  Jesus got his listeners on side as 
they laughed at how the two artful dodgers out-
smarted each other and tricked their way round 
the law (in ‘The Unjust Steward’) only to make 
people think with the punch line about putting 
that kind of effort into serving God.  

Rev Greg Forster 

Welcome to the first edition of the 
Minsterley Parish Magazine in 2022 ! 

  
 If you receive your magazine from a 
distributor please could you consider making their 
life easier by paying them in one annual sum of £7?   
If  you are able to pay early in the year it certainly 
helps our cash flow and avoids your distributor 
having to pester you for money which no one likes 
doing.   Why not make a New Year resolution to 
pay when you receive the February edition? 
 

 
 I know that those who collect their magazine 
from church have occasionally found that there are 
none left for them.   If you could please let Colin or 
me know that this is what you want to do,  we can 
write your name on the cover and keep named 
copies separate from the ones available for visitors 
to purchase.   Just trying to help! 
 
 Thank you for your support,  and a Happy 
New Year from the Magazine team. 

David Young 
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Pew Bibles in Holy Trinity Church 

 We would like to have Bibles in church for 
use by all,  and invite members of the 
congregation and the wider community to 
purchase a Bible at a cost of £10 each. This can 
then have a dedication inserted in memory of a 
loved family member or friend. To date we 
have purchased forty Bibles. 

  If you would like to participate in this 
please could you notify the PCC secretary  
(details on page 2).   Thank you.   
  
  
  
  
   

St. Mary’s Church, Habberley 
  

 A very successful Music Night was held on Friday 26th November and raised funds 
amounting to £561. 
 
 Blues/Jazz/Folk music was played to a full church by the group Tin Soldiers & Guest.  We 
would like to thank all those who came to enjoy the evening and for their favourable comments 
later. 

 Pauline & Pearl (churchwardens)  
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At Epiphany we celebrate the arrival of the Three 
Wise Men at Bethlehem.  We know next to nothing about 
them;  indeed, even their title is open to conjecture.  We 
only know they were wealthy enough to afford very    
valuable gifts,  and that they were sages or possibly     
astrologers from a pagan, non-Jewish culture.  We may 
wonder why they are even included in the story,  but I 
believe that they have some wonderful truths to impart. 

When they see the star rising in the east, they 
have an inkling of its portent: the birth of a new King of 
the Jews, worthy of their worship. Their response is 
whole-hearted.  They are not content merely to think “Oh, 
that’s nice for them,” and continue with their lives as they 
know them. The hunch is powerful enough to shake them 
out of their comfort zone and to set them on a journey, 
they know not where or for how long, in order to find this 
newborn king and worship him.  It is a response  almost 
on a par with Abraham, who heard the still small voice of 
God calling him, left his country and his father’s people, 
and set off, aged 75, on a journey which would change 
his life forever. True faith is not a matter of cold reason, 
giving merely mental assent to a set of ideas. True faith 
leads to action; it radically affects the way we live, the    
choices we make.   

The Wise Men are also willing to have their own 
assumptions challenged. Setting out on their journey, they 
head straight for the royal palace in Jerusalem.  Well, 
where else would the King of the Jews be born but in the 
royal palace, with all its  trappings of riches, status, pride 
and power?  On arrival, they must have been puzzled that 
the present King Herod knew nothing about the birth, but 
they do not give up and go home; they continue to follow 
the star and find themselves at the other extreme of      
existence – amongst the goats, chickens and cows, and 
with a poor, young couple who will shortly become     
refugees due to the Wise Men’s  indiscrete conversation 
with Herod.  They have an epiphany. They see the infant 
-  the Word made Flesh - unable to speak a word; the  
Creator of all has become a creature among His creatures.  
Not for Him the sham trappings of worldly power and 
might, but life in all its raw splendour and beauty and risk 
and vulnerability. The response of the Wise Men is one of 
utter humility.  They bow down and worship this divine 
Nobody, they give Him their priceless gifts. They return 
home by another route, avoiding all that Herod            
represents. They have sought and found, and they are   
radically changed.  Wise Men and Women still seek Him! 

May God bless you all richly in 2022. 

 Rev Carolyn Chadwick 

 

 I was reflecting on what resolutions I might make 
for 2022 when I recalled a friend saying:  “I don’t need to 
make resolutions. What you see is what you get!” 

 I’m sure I do need to make resolutions:  I’m aware 
of areas of my life where improvement is possible and 
desirable.  But often my resolutions have applied to one 
section of my life in a way that separated that bit from the 
rest. I  might have the objective of joining a gym - but 
it’ll go the way of most New Year gym memberships    
unless it’s connected to changes in my life, such as what I 
eat and drink and what other exercise I take.  On its own 
it won’t be enough, it won’t be sustainable. 

 So “What you see is what you get” might be a   
useful tool if it reminds me to be connected in my    
thinking.  Somebody else said to me:  “Resolutions need 
resolution”  - to keep our resolutions requires stickability.  
Our New Year resolutions are too often dropped the first 
time we fail.  So I’ll do like the song says - “Pick yourself 
up,  dust yourself down, and start all over again.” 

 My starting point for resolutions with stickability 
in mind will be Jesus quoting the Old Testament law to 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and 
mind and strength;  and love your neighbour as yourself.”  

 The resolutions I’ll make and hope to stick at will 
connect into three words in that text;  the first of which is 
“all”.  What areas of my life am I not fully offering to 
God?  Where am I not using all my strength in his       
service?  I need to address my prayer life so that it       
becomes the basis on which all else is built, and not an 
afterthought to be fitted in if there’s time. 

 The second word is “neighbour.”   “Loving God” is 
meaningless and abstract unless it is expressed in       
practical and effective love of my neighbour.  The two 
commandments cannot be separated.  So how can I act 
with more kindness myself,  and give my support to the 
kindness of others?  And my neighbour,  of course,  is    
anyone I have the power to help. 

 And finally,  the word “yourself.”   God loves me,  
and if loving God means aligning my love with his as far 
as I can manage,  that includes valuing and caring for 
(loving) myself.  And if I can make coherent and sensible 
changes in these three areas I hope I can be more        
connected and useful as a disciple,  so that what you see 
will be what you get - and in a good way. 

Rev. Bill Rowell 

Deanery of Pontesbury 
 

Rural dean:  Rev. Bill Rowell 

01938 552064      email:  wkrowell@btinternet.com 

Deanery News editor:  Alison Bebb,  Keepers Cottage,  Cruckmeole,  Shrewsbury, SY5 8JN 
01743 860158  email: alisonbebb5@gmail.com 

 
Items for inclusion to be submitted by 10th of previous month please 
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World News . . . . 
 

. . . .or “some of the items you are not likely to see on the TV news” 

News items reproduced with permission from the Barnabas Fund.   For more information go to barnabasfund.org. 

Abducted 12-year-old girl  
17th November  

 
 The mother of a 12-year-old Christian girl, Meerab 
Abbas,  abducted in Punjab, Pakistan, has raised fears 
that her daughter will be forced to marry her captor and 
convert to Islam. 
 
 Meerab Abbas was abducted on 2nd November in 
the Punjabi city of Sahiwal and is believed to have been 
taken to an unknown location in Balochistan by a 22 year 
old Muslim man, Muhammad Daud.   Police have 
registered First Information Reports against five 
people and have arrested two on suspicion of being 
involved in the abduction;  however, they have yet to 
locate Meerab or her abductor. 
 
 Non-Muslim girls and young women in Pakistan 
are frequently kidnapped and forced to convert before 
being compelled to marry a Muslim. The authorities do 
not always intervene. 
 
 “Meerab is only 12 years old and she cannot 
marry,” said Zahid Augustine, a church minister in 
Sahiwal. The legal age for marriage in Pakistan is 16.  
“We call upon the government to consider these 
abductions and forced marriages as a grave issue.” 
 
 In September 2021 two sisters, 18 and 14, both 
Christians who had escaped from their Muslim captors, 
reported being threatened with death if they did not each 
go through with a marriage and forced conversion.   In a 
separate case the same month, the Lahore High Court 
ruled that the forced marriage and conversion of a 14 year 
old Christian girl was entirely legal according to sharia 
(Islamic law). 
  
 
 
 

Journalist arrested after reporting on 
attacks against Christians in Nigeria 

22th November  
 

 A Nigerian Christian journalist faces prolonged 
imprisonment following his reporting of attacks against 
mainly Christian communities in Nigeria’s Middle Belt, 
and critical assessment of the government’s response. 
  
 Luka Binniyat, who writes for the Epoch Times, 
was arrested on 4th November,  and charged with 
transmitting electronically information known “to be 
false”.   A Barnabas Fund contact argued that Binniyat’s 
arrest, “is aimed at silencing any dissenting voice and 
intimidating both Luka and the southern Kaduna 
communities”. 

 Luka Binniyat has persistently challenged the 
narratives of the Kaduna State government on the issues 
of security.  The charge relates to his story on 29th 
October, “In Nigeria, Police Decry Massacres as 
‘Wicked’ But Make No Arrests.”   In his article he quotes 
Senator Danjuma Laah who criticised Kaduna’s 
Commissioner of Internal Security and Home Affairs 
Samuel Aruwan for concealing facts concerning a 
“genocide against Christians in the southern Kaduna 
State”.   Binniyat was critical of police for failing to make 
any arrests after gunmen killed 35 people in two separate 
attacks on churches in the state on 26 September. 

 
 Despite being 
arrested and questioned by 
security agencies on 
several occasions Binniyat 
“has remained resolute in 
his challenging the 
information put out by the 
Kaduna State 
government.”   If 
convicted,  Binniyat could 
face a three-year prison 
sentence.    

 
 Angela Quintal, Africa programme coordinator for 
the Committee to Protect Journalists, said, “Nigerian 
authorities should cease all legal proceedings against 
Luka Binniyat,  release him immediately,  and reform the 
country’s laws to prevent the criminalisation of 
journalism.” 
 

Calls for urgent release from jail of 
mentally disabled Pakistani Christian  

1st  December 

 
 Human rights experts called on 21st October for 
the urgent release of Stephen Masih, a mentally disabled 
Pakistani Christian arrested for alleged “blasphemy” in 
Punjab province. 

 Stephen was beaten by a crowd of Muslim men 
while at home in Sialkot District following a quarrel with 
a neighbour. and accused of making derogatory remarks 
against Muhammad, an offence which carries a 
mandatory death penalty. His family denies the claims. 
Stephen,  who suffered brain damage as a result of 
typhoid fever at the age of ten,  was attacked in jail by 
Muslim prisoners and now occupies a single cell for his 
protection.    
 
 The human rights team urged Pakistan to comply 
with its international human rights obligations and repeal 
its “blasphemy” laws, which are often used to make false 
accusations in order to settle personal grudges. 

Image: Rural Watch/ Bitrus Adamu 
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Mondays after school  

3.30 – 5pm 

in Holy Trinity Church 

Come and hang out with your friends,   listen to music. 

FREE  REFRESHMENTS 

Sponsored by GRS Cleaning Services 
 

 This Monday Club is becoming very popular with up to twenty young people attending each week. 

 If you have an hour to spare, we are looking for more volunteers to supervise this event. They are a 
super group of young people who are really enjoying being together and sharing friendships. 

 We are also looking for more funding (they do eat a lot of biscuits!).  Pizza is being provided by GRS 
Services (see their advert on page 22!) for which we are very grateful.  If anyone would like to make a   
donation towards the running of this club please speak to the treasurer of Holy Trinity. 

 For more information please speak to Greg. 

 

 

Ichthus 
 

 

 

 Our Church Bible Study Group has started again and we are so glad to be able to meet again 
after so long trying to keep going on ‘distance learning’! 

 If you’ve never had the opportunity to find out what the Bible is saying to us now or you 
have questions to ask – and who doesn’t! – you would be most welcome to join us. 

 We meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 2.30pm very informally in      
people’s houses.  We discuss a passage from the Bible, pray about things that concern us and  
enjoy a cup of tea and a biscuit. 

 If you would like to know more please contact Liz Jackson on 07774641072.  It would be 
good to hear from you. 
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The Money Mentor – getting to grips with your finances 
Ashley Carter, IVP,  £8.99 

 ‘If only I could manage my money better.’ Many of us feel that. 

 Author Ash Carter looks at the nuts and bolts of our daily financial 
decisions and shows us how such decisions can best serve God’s greater 
purposes. 

 We find a godly yet simple model of Christian money management 
that we can adapt for our own purposes, an accessible, step-by-step guide to 
establishing good practices. 

 Whether you have lots of money or lots of debt, this book will help 
you to honour God with the money He has given you. 

A little light reading for 2022 

Baroness Cox – eyewitness to a broken world – 2nd edition 
Lela Gilbert,  Monarch,  £12.99 

 Baroness Cox of Queensbury was appointed a Life Peer in 1982. 
A former deputy speaker of the House of Lords, she is a tireless 
advocate for international human rights. 

 She visits the most forgotten people in the world – often in 
highly dangerous conditions – to carry their stories of abuse and 
persecution back to the West. She has risked her life many times while 
taking aid to war victims in Armenia, Myanmar, Nigeria, Sudan and 
South Sudan, and Syria. 

 Honorary Vice President of the Royal College of Nursing, 
Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, recipient of the 
Wilberforce Award and of the Commander Cross of the Order of 
Merit of the Republic of Poland, she has also received honorary 
degrees from universities on three continents. Her motivation is 
profoundly Christian: “Faith without deeds is dead; love without 
action is dead.” 

So Loved – 26 words that can change your life 
Martin Salter,  IVP,   £5.99 

 Here’s an astonishing claim.  John 3:16 appears on everything from fridge 
magnets to sports stars’ faces.  But what does it actually mean?  And how does it 
relate to you and me? 

 With warmth,  personal stories and humour,  the author explains God’s 
love,  His Son,  His sacrifice and the all-important connection with us 
today.   This is an invitation for anyone to dive straight in and take the first step 
in an exciting,  life-transforming journey of faith. 
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 Thank you to everyone who: 
· Brought cribs to display (we had over 45), 
· The other churches in our parish who 

brought their own church crib down to 
Minsterley, 

· All those who baked cakes, 
· Those who kindly came to steward, 
· Those who visited both from the 

community and elsewhere, 
· The amazing group who came to clear up 

– Marie, Colin, Susan B. Judith, Sue Preece 
and Claire.  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Deciding which crib went into which box 
proved quite a challenge!   It was never 
designed to be a fund raiser but we have 
deposited £350 into church funds. 
 Thank you all 

Barbara 

Holy Trinity Church, Minsterley - Crib Festival 

Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester 1095 
 

 Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester from 1062 
to 1095, occupies a unique place in British 
church history. 
 
 He was the last surviving pre-
Conquest bishop, the first bishop to pay 
homage to William the Conqueror after the 
battle of Hastings, and one of the few Saxons 
to keep high office to the end of William’s 
reign.  On top of that,  he seems to have been 
a truly good and holy man. 
 
 Wulfstan was born about 1008 at Long 
Itchington,  Warwickshire.   His uncle was 
Archbishop of York and through his help 
Wulfstan studied at the monasteries of Evesham 
and in Peterborough.   Because of his Christian 
dedication, his superiors recommended him for 
the priesthood. Wulfstan was ordained in 1038 
and joined a Benedictine monastery at 
Worcester. 
 
 Wulfstan was appointed prior of the 
monastery and from 1034 also served as the 
parish priest of Hawkesbury,  Gloucestershire.   
He was made bishop of Worcester in 1062.  
 
 As a bishop,  Wulfstan made some 
significant contributions to the English church.  

He had a passion for pastoral care and was the 
first English bishop to be known to have made 
a complete visitation of his diocese.  He was a 
gifted administrator,  increasing the 
effectiveness of his archdeacons.   He was 
highly influential in monastic reform, 
overseeing laws and canons to reform the role 
of the clergy.  
 
 He was a powerful preacher – with a 
great gift for explaining the teaching of 
Christianity.  He encouraged a wider 
understanding of public penitence and taught 
against the many pagan customs throughout 
the land. 
 
 He had a strong social conscience,  and 
soon became a bitter opponent of the slave 
trade.  Together with Lanfranc,  Wulfstan was 
mainly responsible for ending the slave trade in 
Bristol, and also for abolishing the slave trade 
between Worcester diocese and Ireland.   
 
 He had a passion for buildings and 
founded Great Malvern Priory,  as well as 
overseeing the large-scale rebuilding of 
Worcester Cathedral,  Hereford Cathedral,  and 
Tewkesbury Abbey.   
 
 Wulfstan died in January 1095,  
apparently during his daily ritual of washing 
the feet of twelve of his parishioners. 
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Puzzle Page (but you had already worked that one out) 

Where	did	the	 

Wise	Men	come	from? 

 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot 
to go on. The Magi were a 
religious caste devoted to 
astrology, divination and the 
interpretation of dreams. Some 
scholars believe these magi came 
from southern Arabia, where the 
Queen of Sheba had lived.  She 
would have learned about the 
coming Messiah from Solomon. 

 

In Matthew’s gospel the Magi ask 
Herod: ‘Where is the One who has 
been born king of the Jews? We 
saw His star in the east and have 
come to worship Him.’  So it is 
possible that Queen of Sheba’s 
story of Messiah for Israel had 
survived.   

 

One thing that supports the 
theory that the magi came from 
southern Arabia is this:  if you 
study any map of Palestine as it 
was during biblical times, you will 
ind that the old Arabian caravan 

routes all entered Palestine ‘from 
the East’.    

 

 

 

 

Magi 
East 
Religious 
Caste 
Astrology 
 
Divina on 
Dreams 
Scholars 
Southern 
Arabia 
 
Queen 
Sheba 
Messiah 
Solomon 
Herod 
 
King 
Star 
Worship 
Pales ne  
Caravan 

Wordsearch	 
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MINSTERLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Some notes from December meeting. 

 

  The Parish precept for the new financial 
year will be set at £23,000 which is an increase 
of £1,000 compared to this year.  

  West Mercia Police will again be contacted 
for help to try and stop the bus shelter near the 
Village Stores being used as a toilet.  

  New Christmas lights around Minsterley 
Parish Hall will be installed,  funded from the 
Government’s Welcome Back Fund. 

  Improvements to the verges between  
Minsterley and Pontesbury are to be discussed 
by the two Parish Councils in January 2022.  

   

 

 

  Discussions continue between Hanwood,   
Pontesbury and Minsterley Parish Councils    
regarding the provision of recognition cameras 
to monitor the speed of vehicles using the 
A488.  

  Next meeting of the Parish Council will be 
held on Tuesday 11th January 2022 at 7.00pm 
at Minsterley Parish Hall,  if Covid restrictions 
allow.  

  Geoff Rogers 

Chairman,  Minsterley Parish Council 

www.minsterley.org.uk  

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations . . . 
 

a request from the Parish Council. 
 
 If anyone or any parish organisation would 
like to consider helping to plan the Queen’s      
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Minsterley next 
year,  please could you contact me
(susanlockwood345@btinternet.com). 
 
 Thank you. 

Susan Lockwood 

Pontesbury and Rea Valley u3a 
 
 We learn something new every day in u3a 
Enjoy the freedom that no longer being in  
full-time employment brings: 
 
 There are no quali cations, no  
competition, no expectations to achieve 
and no exams.  Just select the groups 
that appeal to you and join in as many 
that interest you. 
 
 We have many interest groups     
including Art, Astronomy,  Music,      
Italian,  Singing or Painting and Drawing; 
Walking,  Folk Music,  Gardening and 
Creative Writing to name just a few.  

 Our “members’ only” newsletter has 
monthly photography challenges, quizzes 
and when we could not meet as usual 
during lockdown, we were creative in 
devising activities, setting up emailing 
groups and Zoom meetings for play 
readings,  history and art appreciation.  
 
 Our u3a has proved that we can   
remain socially and mentally active 
within the pandemic restrictions. 
  
 Please contact Susan Lockwood – 
susanlockwood345@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01743 791082 
Mobile: 07854 110271 
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Trinity Tots meet from 10.00-11.30am every Thursday  

in Holy Trinity Church during term time. 

Toys, stories, songs and refreshments. 

Come and join us and make new friends. 

 

Sponsored by Smiths of Minsterley- THANK YOU 

Contact: Judith 01743 383116 or Barbara 01743 600476 

Trinity Tots   (under 5s group) 

  

 My name is Mitch Challinor and I am a 
Diabetes Health Educator working within 
Shropshire Community NHS Health Trust.   We 
are currently running a project trying to tackle 
health inequalities within individuals with a 
formal diagnosis of Type 2 Diabetes.  This 
involves trying to recruit those with T2D to 
access the various FREE resources we have to 
offer.  These resources are structured education 
programmes based around diabetes prevention 
and management, varying in forms from face-to-
face to virtual sessions (technology can possibly 
be provided).  The resources that can be accessed 
are listed below: 

 

 

T2 Diabetes Management: 

· X-PERT courses run both face to face and 
virtually using Microsoft Teams. 

· X-PERT Digital App.  This is for people 
who are unable to attend either virtual or 
face to face sessions.  

· X-PERT Weight.  This is a 12-week weight 
loss programme run by X-PERT Health and 
is delivered virtually. 

  

T2 Diabetes - Tackling Health Inequalities: 

· Access to a foot care video to support the 
prevention of foot ulcers and peripheral 
nephropathy. 

· Access to a smoking cessation app. 
· Support in the home, where appropriate, 

to access T2 Diabetes education and 
support. 

· Access to the X-PERT Digital in home 
language. 

 

 There is also an adapted version of the     
X-PERT courses to allow the inclusion of 
individuals with a sight or hearing impairment. 

 If you would like more information on the 
project and how we are aiming to tackle health 
inequalities do not hesitate to get in touch with 
us. 

 Mitch Challinor 
Diabetes Educator 

01743 277696 
 

Community Diabetes Specialist Nursing Service 
Shropshire Community Health NHS Trust 

The Cottage,   William Farr House Site 
Mytton Oak Road 

Shrewsbury 
SY3 8XL 

Do you (or someone you know) suffer from diabetes? 
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BISHOPS CASTLE & RURAL  
Safer Neighbourhood Team  

(covers all our magazine area except Minsterley) 
 
Sgt 2382 Damien Kelly 
PC 3331 Stuart Coote 
PCSO 6160 Shaun Culliss 
PCSO 40492 Nicole Jones 
 
Twitter: @SouthShropCops      
Email: bccar.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk  
Facebook:  
Bishops Castle Policing Team Rural Watch 
 

SHREWSBURY RURAL WEST 
 Safer Neighbourhood team 

(covers Minsterley) 
 

Sgt 2148 Ingrid TOZER  

PC 2579 Simon LEWIS   (07870 150850) 
PCSO 6795 Sarah EDWARDS (07870 150913) 
PCSO 6043 Jaqui BALDWIN (07870 511427) 
 
Twitter: @ShrewsburyCops   
 
Email: 
shrewsburyrw.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Police contact numbers 
Emergency:  999 
Non Emergency: 101 
Crime stoppers:  0800 555 111 
Website: www.westmercia.police.uk 
 

 Report online:  
 www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/ 

 

 

CRIME/INCIDENTS TO NOTE - CHIRBURY, WORTHEN, HOPE, SHELVE & STIPERSTONE 

16th November – 15th December 2021 

CRIME REPORTED DETAILS LOCATION NOTES 

Burglary Outbuildings broken into, 
nothing stolen 

Wotherton, Chirbury Overnight 6th – 7th 
December 

Theft Solar lights stolen from 
outside of property 

Worthen Between 24/11/2021 
20:00 to 25/11/2021 

20:00 

Harassment   Hope   

Scam 

 There have been a number of reports received 

during December from local members of the public 

where they have been reportedly phoned by a ‘Police 

Officer’ claiming to be from the nearest local Police 

Station.  The ‘officer’ claims to be making enquiries 

about fraudulent use of the victims bank card, likely in 

order to gain banking details.  

 Please remember the police will never contact 

you asking for your bank card details or cash.  If 

someone does, it's a scam – provide no details, hang up 

and report it immediately to Action Fraud at 

www.actionfraud.police.uk or 0300 123 2040 

  

 If you receive a call that you’re not sure about, 

please simply terminate the call and also pass on the 

information to friends, relatives and neighbours and 

advise them what to do. 

  If you have recently provided bank details or 

handed over cards or cash, or the caller has arranged for 

someone to visit your address to collect items, you 

should call the police to report this on 101. Always dial 

999 in an emergency. 

 

 The team at Bishop’s Castle Police Station wish 

you all a Merry Christmas, stay safe and look after 

one another. 
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 Answers !!      

With Epiphany in mind… 
 
 I was telling my three boys the story of the 
Nativity and how the Wise Men brought gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh for the infant Jesus. 
Clearly giving it a lot of thought, my six-year-old 
observed, “Mum, a Wise Woman would have 
brought nappies.” 
 
 
Cry Pharaoh! 
 
 A visiting minister was very long-winded. 
Every time he felt he’d made a good point in his 
sermon, he would repeat it all over again. Finally, 
the host pastor started responding to every few 
sentences with ‘Amen, Pharaoh!’ The guest minister 
wasn’t sure what that meant, but after several more 
‘Amen, Pharaohs’ he concluded his very lengthy 
sermon. 
 After the service was over and the 
congregation had left, the visiting minister turned to 
his host and asked, “What exactly did you mean 
when you said ‘Amen, Pharaoh?’ 
 His host minister replied, “I was begging you 
to let my people go!” 
 
 
The end? 
 
 A local priest and pastor stood by the side of 
the road holding up a sign that said, “The End is 
Near!  Turn yourself around now before it’s too 
late!” 

 “Leave us alone,  you religious nuts!” yelled 
the first driver as he sped by. Then from around the 
curve they heard a big splash. 
 “Do you think,” said one clergyman to the 
other, “we should just put up a sign that says ‘bridge 
out’ instead?” 
 
 
Spotted on a church notice board: 
 
· When you were born, your mother brought 

you here. 
· When you were married, your partner 

brought you here. 
· When you die, your family will bring you 

here. 
· In the meantime, why not try coming on your 

own sometimes? 
 
 
Chocolate 
 
 When I look at chocolate, I hear two voices in 
my head. The first one says, ‘You need to eat the 
chocolate.’    
 The second one says, ‘You heard. Eat the 
chocolate.’ 
 
 
Free travel 
 
 Living on earth may be expensive, but it 
includes an annual free trip around the sun. 
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Community Good Neighbours,  Rea Valley 

07944 891953   

Get in touch with a local Good Neighbour for a friendly 
chat, small errands and support to stay active and con-
nected within the community.  Phone messages will be 
listened to Mon, Wed and Fri 10am-2pm 

 

Pontesbury Community and Care Co-ordinator 

h.tazewell@nhs.net  

Assistance for Pontesbury patients of all ages in need of 
help, support and advice by signposting to other useful 
services. 

 

Coronavirus Helpline    0345 678 9028  

Shropshire Council helpline for all non-health COVID re-
lated enquiries. 

    

Pontesbury Food Share 

07940 988951 or 07906 359167  

Please ring/text the numbers in strict confidence to ar-
range an appointment 

 

Shrewsbury Food Hub  Shrewsburyfoodhub.org.uk  

Surplus food share tables across Shrewsbury 

 

Shrewsbury Food Bank  01743 343336   

Food parcels, debt advice, returning to work, digital inclu-
sion, lifeskills. Referral needed. 

   

Local Support & Prevention Fund  0345 678 9078   

Council helpline which can help with essential living costs 
such as food, housing and bills. 

 

Citizens Advice Shropshire   0344 499 1100  

Confidential advice and help to solve prob-
lems with debt, benefits,  housing,  legal matters 
& employment. 

Need help claiming Universal Credit?  Call their dedicat-
ed Help to Claim helpline,  0800 144 8444 

 

Keep Shropshire Warm   0800 112 3743   

Advice and grants for people struggling with heating and 
energy bills 

 

Shropshire Council Housing Support   0345 678 9005  

Support on all housing matters particularly rentals and 
homelessness.  

 

Severnside Housing     0300 300 0059  

 Housing association. Advisors may also be able to help 
with debt, employment and benefits.  

 

NHS Referrals & Advice Line    0800 196 4501  

For local mental health services 

 

MIND helpline   01743 368647  

Mental health support 

 

Shropshire Recovery Partnership  01743 294700   

Drugs and alcohol support 

 

Shropshire Rural Support   0300 123 2825   

Mental health support for farmers and the rural communi-
ty 

 

Samaritans    116 123  

Free 24/7 helpline 

 

Shropshire Domestic Abuse Helpline 0300 303 1191  

Support for anyone suffering from domestic violence 

 

West Mercia Women’s Aid  0800 783 1359   

24hr helpline for women and children suffering from do-
mestic violence.  

 

Crossroads Together  01743 341995   

Wide range of support for unpaid carers.  

 

Age UK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin  

01743 233123   

Confidential advice for older people, their families 
and carers.  
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Chartered Surveyors, Land Agents &  

Architectural Services 
 

Sales of Land & Small Holdings 
Farm & Business Dispersal Auc ons 

Planning consultants 
 Architectural services 
 Building regula ons 

 Structural and Environmental reports 
 Local needs and affordable housing 

 Agricultural buildings 
 Agricultural dwellings 

 Commercial and industrial buildings 
Planning Appeals 

 
Roger Parry & Partners 

Minsterley 
01743 791336 

 
Oswestry office:  01691 655334 

Welshpool office:  01938 554499 
 

www.rogerparry.net 

 
Residen al Sales & Residen al Le ngs 

 
SELLING OR LETTING YOUR HOUSE? 

Telephone for a FREE Valua on 
 

 
 

Shrewsbury 
01743 343343 

 
Oswestry 

01892 655334 
 

Welshpool 
01938 554499 

 
www.parrylowarch.co.uk 
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Advertising in  

The Minsterley Parish Magazine 
 

 The advertising section of the Minsterley Parish Magazine is being 
updated,  and all our advertisers have been contacted about their        
requirements.   Please do support them where possible - and if you run a 
local business or would like to advertise something in these pages,  please   
contact me on 01743 791508 or via e-mail: HTMadverts@hotmail.com. 

  

 The monthly rates are currently: 

Full page.               £10.00 
Half page.                £5.00 
Quarter page.          £2.50 
Eighth page.             £1.25 

Colin Edwards 

MINSTERLEY  
PARISH HALL 

Available for hire 

EXCELLENT FACILITIES 
 

FOR DETAILS AND TO BOOK, CONTACT 

Andrew Morris 
TELEPHONE: 07495 715469 or  

email: minsterleyparishhall@gmail.com 

Footcare in your home. 

Robert Bland S.A.C. Dip. R.F.H.P 

Tel: 07368230473 

Email:- bobbland04@yahoo.co.uk 

The Flower Shop,  Minsterley 

 
3 Sta on Road,  Minsterley 

01743 791860 
 

ForÊallÊyourÊfloralÊrequirements, 
 freshÊeggsÊandÊaÊsmallÊselec onÊofÊgroceries. 

WeÊareÊopenÊasÊfollow 
TuesdayÊ–ÊFriday:Ê9.00amÊ–Ê4.00pm 

Saturday:ÊÊ9.00amÊ–Ê12Ênoon 
 

WeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊyou. 

BCE Davies - General Builder 

ExtensionsÊ–ÊAltera ons 

PlasteringÊ–ÊBrickwork 

StoneworkÊ–ÊBuildingÊMaintenance 
 

Tel: 01743 791784  
Mobile: 07713 906263 or 07946 571726 

 

42ÊLinleyÊAvenue,ÊPontesbury,ÊSY5Ê0TL 

Email:Êbcedavies@b nternet.com 

Website:Êwww.ÊBcedavies.co.uk 
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THE LOCAL FAMILY BUTCHER 
 

SMITHS BUTCHERS MINSTERLEY 

HOLLY HOUSE, MINSTERLEY,  SY5 0BA 
 

01743 791863  

minsterley.butchers@facebook.com 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS WHICH CAN 
BE DELIVERED FREE OF CHARGE. 

 
 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
ON FACEBOOK OR ON MY ADVERTISING 

BOARD OUTSIDE THE SHOP 
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GRS 
CLEANING 
SERVICES 

WINDOWS         CONSERVATORIES      GUTTER CLEANING 
PATIOS / DRIVE WAYS   CARAVAN / MOTORHOMES 

SOLAR PANELS                 CARPET CLEANING 
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

Home 01743 791829;   Mobile 07947114843 
LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

 
 

 Hair by Jen  

AtÊ3ÊSta onÊRoad,ÊMinsterley 

FriendlyÊServiceÊincludingÊFoils,ÊTints,Ê
Perms,ÊBlow-dry,ÊShampooÊandÊSets,ÊTrimsÊetc. 

OpeningÊhours:ÊTuesdayÊ9am-3pm 
  

WednesdayÊ9am-4pmÊThursdayÊ9am-9pm Ê- ÊLateÊNight! 

FridayÊ9am-5pm 

BarberÊServiceÊTuesdaysÊ2pm-8pmÊWalkÊin….. 
AppointmentsÊadvisable:ÊcallÊ01743Ê792Ê548ÊorÊdropÊin. 

PleaseÊwearÊaÊfaceÊmaskÊforÊappointments 

PLEASEÊCHECKÊCOVIDÊOPENINGÊTIMES  
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S.P. GARDENING SERVICES 

 

For all your gardening needs we offer a full service 
and we are Environment Agency Registered 

          
 

Hedges     Shrubs     Weeding 

 

 

 

 

Lawn Mowing    Lawn Treatment    Turfing 

o            

For a free quota on please contact Steve 01743791716  or 07868 701704 

spgardenservices@outlook.com.  Local family business in Minsterley 
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Robert Currie kindly suggested the addition 
of the word in italics to avoid a false 
statement.   That’s the sort of problem you 
face when you get  two mathematicians 
talking about logic.   Sorry! 

-> Question:  Where is the bus timetable?   
-> Answer:     You haven’t read through 
the magazine,  have you?                           
-> Reason:      The timetable is now printed 
on white paper to make it easier to read. 

“This page intentionally left (almost) blank.” 


